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Roller coaster ride 


Rookie Rashaan Salaam rushed for 122 yards but fumbled three more 
times in Sunday’s 20-14 win over the Eagles. Despite the victory the Bears 
failed to earn a playoff berth. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 
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3 Impact player: Watching the Bears 
once promising season sputter towards 
completion, it's fairly obvious something 
is missing and has been for quite a while. 
Cover photo by Steve Woltmann 
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4-1 0 Out with a bang: The Bears 
hammered the Eagles in the season finale 
but failed to earn a playoff berth when 
the Falcons upset the 49ers. 


1 -Decision time: Erik Kramer knows 
the offense's terrific season can quickly 
become a memory if several key players 
find greener pastures via free agency. 


15 The grinch: Vinson Smith wasn’t 
feeling very jolly a week before 
Christmas after studying a list of league- 
wide player salaries distributed by the 
NFL Players Association. 


1 9 Follow the leader: Erik Kramer's 
leadérship role with the Bears extends 
beyond taking snaps from center. 
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The next issue of Chicago Bear 
Report will be printed and mailed on 
Mon., Jan. 22. This issue will review the 
1995 season and provide a look ahead. 
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Looking to th 


Bears will 
plug holes 
via draft & 
free agency 


By Mike Mulligan 
Special to Bear Report 


Watching the Bears’ once promising 
season sputter towards completion, it’s 
fairly obvious something is missing and 
has been for quite a while. 

That something is called an impact 
player. Or, in NFL jargon, a difference- 
maker, You might even use the term Pro. 
Bowler. 

For the first time in team history the 
Bears have failed to -be represented in a 
eason all-star game in consecutive 
s . This year’s Pro Bowl snub 
marks just the third time in any season 
that the Bears have been barren since the 
old East vs. West game began in 1951. 

“It’s tough competition and: that’s 
another reinforcement of how much bet- 
ter we've got to get,” Bears coach Dave 
Wannstedt said. “We need to get a lot 
better in a lot of areas if we're going to 
take that major step. 

“We have capable players on this team 
that I think can do it, but it’s no secret 
that somehow, some way, we need to 
continue to get players of that caliber.” 

In other words, the Bears need help. 
Immediate help. The kind of help that 
only impact players can give them. 

Trouble is, the only impact players 
around are presently toiling for other 
teasns or sleeping through final exams in 
college. And with two new expansion 
teams having locked up over 100 players 
that would have been available last sea- 
son, the talent pool for even potential 
backups is bone dry. 

The kind of help the Bears need won’t 
be around until April when the NFL 
holds its college draft. Or at least until 
February, when the free agency period 
begins. 

It’s a poorly kept secret that the Bears 
plan on re-tooling on defense in the off- 
season and that the positions they've 
deemed as the top need areas are defen- 
sive tackle and cornerback. 

Wannstedt has talked about building a 
team that can dominate in the suddenly 
pass-happy NFC Central. The Bears’ 
own approach which was once 30 rushes 
for two yards apiece has turned to a verti- 
cal passing game and that has left oppo- 
nents attacking the Bears defense with 
more vertical passing in a race for points. 

“We're scoring points, people are 
throwing it up and you look at it differ- 
ently,” Wannstedt said of his defense, 
“What were the strengths a year ago? 


While a healthy Raymont Harris returns at fullback next season, the Bears 
will look to plug other holes via the draft and free agency this off-season. 


What are the strengths right now? Now is 
not the time to address some of those 
things, but they will be addressed.” 

Oh, why not address them now? 

Forget about the interim for a minute 
and think about a new tomorrow, one in 
which Bears fans aren’t forced to hide 
their faces when the defense takes the 
field. The first thing to acknowledge is 
that the defense doesn’t need a complete 
rebuilding, just a minor overhaul. 

“Their defense has been found out, but 
it’s not incorrectable,” Pro Football 
Weekly draft guru Joel Buschbaum said. 
“They've lost the one player in Donnell 
Woolford (leg) that they could least 
afford to lose. They still have a lot of 
pretty good players, but they don’t com- 
plement each other.” 

Buschbaum agrees with the general 
consensus that the Bears need a collapse- 
the-pocket-type defensive lineman in the 
mold of Seattle’s Cortez Kennedy or 
Arizona’s Eric Swann. 

“Trouble is, very rarely do you get a 
player like that,” Buschbaum said. 
“Running back and wide receiver are the 
strengths of this draft. And they can 
probably get a good tight end if they’re 
unhappy with their situation there. 

“But you simply don’t have that blue 
chip player they need at cornerback or on 
the defensive line in this draft.” 

The Bears will likely draft too low, 
according to Buschbaum, to get the No. 1 
defensive tackle available, North 
Carolina’s Marcus Jones a 6-foot-6, 278- 
pounder with a nose for making big 
plays. But couldn’t the Bears package 
their pick with say a No. 2 selection fo 


move up a few spots? 

Remember, the No. 2 pick two years 
ago, Marcus Spears has yet to play an 
NFL down, while last year’s No. 2 
Patrick Riley is a this year’s answer to 
Spears, although he at least has played a 
few downs. ¥ 

Jones, a first team All-America and 
the ACC Defensive Player of the Year, is 
the Tar Heels all-time sacks leader with 
24 for his career. 

The other top defensive line options 
are Florida tackle Mark Campbell and 
Nebraska bad boy Christian Peter. The 
best pass-rushing defensive ends are 
Oklahoma’s Cedric Jones and Illinois’ 
Simeon Rice. 

Of course, the free agent route is 
always open and the premier defensive 


e future 


player available has to be Swann, whose 
surgically repaired knee will be the most 
talked about injury in the off-season if 
the Cardinals don’t tab him as their “fran- 
chise player” to retain him. 

If Swann is stuck with that tag as 
expected, the Bears will then have a 
chance to get into the bidding war that 
will follow for cornerback Aeneas 
Williams. 

“He would be the perfect fit opposite 
Woolford,” one scout said. 

The Dolphins’ Troy Vincent is the 
other free agent cornerback expected to 
entertain some serious offers, but 
Williams may come cheaper, always a 
consideration for the bottom line Bears. 

At least two of the top four corner- 
backs in the April draft—Oregon’s Alex 
Molden, Miss. St.’s Walt Harris, Texas 
A&M's Ray Mickens ahd Tennessee's 
DeRon Jenkins—project in the second 
round. * 

According to Buschbaum, the Bears 
biggest problem is simply “you can’t 
play with four small guys on the defen- 
sive line.” He includes the 6-4, 290- 
pound Alonzo Spellman in that group 
saying “he is a big guy, but he doesn’t 
play big.” 

Buschbaum recommends the Bears 
retain Spellman, a free agent, providing 
the cost is not prohibitive and he suggests 
a trade to bolster the defensive line. 

“What’s wrong with packaging one of 
their undersized defensive tackles with 
their first round pick to get a big guy?” 
Buschbaum wondered. “[Chris] Zorich 
would be the guy you'd want to move 
and it could even be a risk situation.” 

Players the Bears might monitor for a 
possible trade are Miami's Tim Bowens, 
Seattle’s Kennedy, “or an older guy like 
[Oakland's] Jerry Ball.” 

The Bears hit it big when they traded 
for Jeff Graham in Pittsburgh and might 
run into the same luck going after 
Denver’s oft-injured Dave Williams or 
Kansas City’s Joe Phillips, a big, strong 
player who hasn’t broken into the starting 
lineup. 


Mike Mulligan covers the Bears for 
the Chicago Sun-Times. 
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Bears win but miss playoffs 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


If your toilet’s broken, call a plumber. 
But when it comes to making the NFL 
playoffs, it’s a do-it-yourself project. 

The Bears learned that painful lesson 
Sunday at Soldier Field when their 20-14 
victory over the Philadelphia Eagles put 
them in position to earn the final invita- 
tion to the post-season party...until liter- 
ally moments later when the Atlanta 
Falcons rallied to beat the San Francisco 
49ers 28-27. 

Reliance on another team — even the 
Gheactian Super Bow! champions — pre- 

s a shaky scenario. Making the play- 
all about controlling your own 
iny, something that slipped away 
from the Bears after disheartening 
December losses at Detroit and 
Cincinnati. 

“With the win we thought for sure 
San Francisco was easily going to roll 
over Atlanta. But they didn’t,” said cen- 
ter Jerry Fontenot, “It’s disappointing, 
but we have no one to blame but our- 
selves. We had numerous opportunities 
this season to get the job done.” 

At least the Bears (9-7) got the job 
done Sunday, suffocating the Eagles with 
an inspired defense that forced three 
turnovers, recorded four sacks — three 
by Alonzo Spellman — and allowed 
only 44 yards rushing. Philadelphia con- 
verted just 23 percent of its third down 
plays and managed only 211 total yards, 

Offensively, Keith Jennings caught 
two short touchdown passes from record- 
setting quarterback Erik Kramer and 
Rashaan Salaam rushed for 122 yards 
before getting benched following his 
third fumble of the game. The first-round 
draft pick finished the season with a club 
rookie record 1,074 yards but lost eight 
fumbles during the year. 

Salaam, who rushed for 104 yards on 
21 carries in the first half alone, opened 
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800 340 
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clinched layoff beth 


the game with a bang...and then a bust, 
He gained 38 yards on his first three car- 
ties, but two of those involved fumbles. 

The first was forced and recovered by 
safety Michael Zordich, but the ball was 
given back to the Bears after officials 
ruled that an inadvertent whistle had 
stopped the play prematurely. Just for 
good measure Salaam lost the ball on his 
next carry after a 21-yard dash when it 
was stripped by safety Greg Jackson and 
recovered by cornerback Mark 
McMillian at the Eagles’ 15-yard line. 

Philadelphia returned the favor on its 
first play from scrimmage as Spellman 
burst around Jeft end and sacked quarter- 
back Rodney Peete, forcing a fumble that 
was recovered by safety Mark Carrier at 
the Eagles’ 15. 

Two plays later Kramer tossed a 13- 
yard scoring strike on a crossing route to 
Jennings, and the Bears led 7-0 with 
11:50 left in the first quarter. 

After the Eagles went three-and-out 
on their subsequent possession, Kramer 
marched the Bears 55 yards to the 
Philadelphia 22. But Kevin Butler’s 40- 
yard field goal attempt sailed wide to the 
right with 3:40 left in the opening period. 

Philadelphia responded with its only 
offensive touchdown of the game. 
Charlie Garner capped an 8-play, 70-yard 
drive with an 8-yard dash up the middle 
to tie the game 7-7 on the first play of the 
second quarter, 

The Bears grabbed a 10-7 lead they 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
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This fumble recovery by Mark Carrier led to the Bears’ first touchdown in 
Sunday's 20-14 win over the Philadelphia Eagles. The Bears forced three 
turnovers but failed to make the playoffs when the Atlanta Falcons rallied 
to beat the San Francisco 49ers. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


would never relinquish five minutes later 
when Butler booted a 27-yard field goal 
to culminate a 13-play, 54-yard drive. 

After Philadelphia went three-and-out 
again, the Bears took over at the Eagles’ 
49 following a 29-yard Tommy Hutton 
punt, 

The Bears extended their lead to 17-7 
as Kramer hit a wide open Jennings with 
a l-yard TD pass off a play-action fake 
with 2:21 remaining in the half. Kramer 
converted three third down plays on the 
drive with passes of 8 yards to Jeff 
Graham on third-and-four and 13 to 
Michael Timpson on third-and-eight 
before hitting Jennings to break Sid 
Luckman’s club record for TD passes 
with 29. 

Chicago’s defense responded to 
adversity early in the second half, 
Philadelphia took over at the Bears’ 35 
after a Kramer pass was intercepted by 
linebacker Bill, Romanowski after it had 
bounced off of Timpson’s hands on a 
slant pattern, 

Three plays later the Eagles found 
themselves still at the 35 facing a fourth- 
and-10 and another punting situation. 

“The guys played hard and made 
plays,” Carrier said. “We didn’t change 
anything. It’s just about going out and 
making plays and having the desire and 
the heart to make plays and stay with it.” 

With the momentum on their side, the 
Bears were marching for the clinching 
score when disaster struck. Again. After 
two clutch fourth down conversions, 
Chicago had first down and goal at the 
Philadelphia 8 when Salaam coughed it 
up again. The fumble — which sent 
Salaam to the bench in favor of Tillman 
— was forced by end Mike Mamula and 
recovered by Romanowski with 3:04 left 
in the third quarter. 

The Bears had sustained the drive 
with a 9-yard reception by Graham on 
fourth-and-five and a 5-yard run by. 


Lewis Tillman on fourth-and-two off a 
fake field goal at the Eagles’ 13, With the 
entire line situated to the left of center, 
snapper Chris Gedney flipped the ball to 
Tillman, who plowed for the first down. 

Chicago seemingly had the game in 
hand early in the fourth quarter when 
Spellman foreed a punt by sacking Peete 
for a loss of 10. But then a fluke play 
nearly cost the Bears a game. Graham 
called for a fair catch but let the ball hit 
the ground, hoping it would carry into the 
end zone. But the ball took a crazy 
bounce and hit the back of Chicago 
blocker Dennis Lundy’s foot at the 
Bears’ 4. The ball rolled into the end 
zone where Philadelphia’s Jerome 
Henderson pounced on it for his first 
career touchdown. 

The anusual scoring play drew the 
Eagles to within 17-14 with 13:58 left in 
the game. Butler widened the margin to 
20-14 with a 28-yarder four minutes later 
but missed a 37-yard attempt wide to the 
right with 1:09 left in the game. 

Meanwhile, the Bears’ defense 
remained in control throughout the fourth 
quarter. Chicago thwarted late Eagle dri- 
ves with interceptions by Marty Carter 
and John Mangum and another sack by 
Spellman. 

Tt was a defensive effort long in com- 
ing and provided something to build on. 
Unfortunately, that will have to wait until 
next season. 

“Chicago has a team of winners in 
that locker room, and don’t forget it,” 
said coach Dave Wannstedt. “We know 
we have work to do, and we know we 
have to get better in a lot of areas. But 
there’s a team that Jaid it on the line 
today and did what it would take to win. 
It’s just a tough deal. I feel badly for 
those players in there that have laid it on 
the line since July. But you can’t depend 
on somebody else. You have to control 
your own destiny.” 
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By David Marran 
Bear Report Correspondent 


If Sunday was Alonzo Spellman’s last 
game in Chicago, he certainly left Bear 
fans wanting more and asking “Where 
has this player been?” 

If Sunday wasn’t Spellman’s last 
game, he gave fans something to look 
forward to for next year. 

Spellman recorded three sacks and 
four tackles in the Bears’ 20-14 season- 
ending victory over the Philadelphia 
Eagles at Soldier Field. Spellman also 
forced two fumbles and his three sacks 
totaled 16 yards in losses. 

Spellman, a 6-foot-4, 290-pound 
defensive end, is an unrestricted free 
agent, meaning he has the right to move 
on if he chooses. 

That, however, won’t be his choice. 
Spellman made it quite clear that he 
wants to remain with the Bears. 

“T want to stay in Chicago,” Spellman 
said. “I want to be here. It’s a great place 
to play and I hope to God I stay here.” 

Spellman played the best game of his 
four-year Bear career Sunday while 
amassing more than half as many sacks 
(3) as he had entering the game (5.5). 

Spellman was active and disruptive — 
all those things the Bears and their fans 
have been waiting for since he joined the 
team as a first round pick out of Ohio 
State in 1992. 

Spellman’s last play of the season was 
his best. He sacked Eagle quarterback 
Rodney Peete for a six-yard loss and 
forced a fumble at the Philadelphia 34- 
yard line with 12 seconds left in the 
game. 

Peete recovered the fumble but the 
damage had been done. Spellman’s sack 
had robbed the Eagles of the time they 
needed to march down the field. The 
game ended on the next play. 

“J just thank God for letting me play 
that hard and (for letting me) come up 
with plays when I need them,” Spellman 
said. 


GUNNING DOWN THE RUN: The 
Bears’ run defense finished with a flurry 
Sunday, holding Philadelphia to 44 yards 
rushing. 

The Bears’ run defense has been solid 
all season. Chicago entered the game 
sixth in the NFL against the run surren- 
dering an average of 93.6 yards a game. 


Better late 
than never 


Spellman leads defensive charge 


run defense with their biggest test of the 
season. Philadelphia entered the game 
third in the NFL in rushing offense at 
138.5 yards a game. 

The flamboyant Ricky Watters was 
the reason for the Eagles grand ground 
game. The former 49er entered the game 
among the NFL leaders with 1,260 yards 
and 11 rushing touchdowns. 


Sunday, the Bears held the Eagles to , 


44 rushing yards and made Watters a 
non-factor. The former 49er gained 13 


yards on 12 carries with no touchdowns. 
“That's very exciting,” defensive tack- 
le Chris Zorich said. “That just shows 
what we can do on defense.” 
The only back that could inflict any 


damage on the rigid Bear run defense” 


was Charlie Garner. He gained 20 yards 
on four carries but 11 of those yards 
came on one play. 

_ “Iam proud of the way we finished 
up,” linebacker Joe Cain said. 
“Philadelphia came in here on a roll run- 


Safety Marty Carter and the rest of the Bears’ defense limited 
Philadelphia’s Ricky Watters to 13 yards rushing on 12 carries in Chicago's 
20-14 win Sunday at Soldier Field. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 
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ning the ball for almost 140 yards a game 
and today they get 40 yards rushing. 

“Guys just played. We've played well 
against the run all year but this was the 
biggest challenge we had today by far 
because they really get after it. I mean, 
we just played. We played well.” 

Four of the Eagles’ running plays 
gained 36 yards. The other 14 netted 
eight yards. 

“Our run defense has been playing 
good and consistently all year,” safety 
Mark Carrier said, “This was going to be 
our biggest challenge by far because they 
were one of the top five teams rushing 
the ball and they had great talent in 
Garner and Ricky Watters. Guys wanted 
to rise up and play and rise to that chal- 
lenge and they did an outstanding job up 
there.” ‘ 


PASSING FANCY: Quarterback 
Erik Kramer re-wrote two more items in 
the Bear record book Sunday. 

His two touchdown passes pushed his 
season total to a club-record 29. Kramer 
broke Sid Luckman's 1943 mark of 28. 

Kramer also broke Jim Harbaugh's 
1990 record of, consecutive passes with- 
out an interception. Kramer's streak 
reached 174 before he was picked off 
Sunday on a pass that bounced off receiv- 
er Michael Timpson. 

Kramer also finished the season with 
virtually every club passing record. 

"It makes me feel good coming off the 
season I had last year that I feel in charge 
of the offense," Kramer said. "Numbers, 
those don't really mean as much as the 
overall feeling that we're being produc- 
tive. I do feel good that it worked out that 


way. 


BEAR BITS: Sunday’s win was the 
first by the Bears in their season-finale 
since 1987. ... The Bears last win at home 
in a season finale was in 1983 over the 
Packers. ... The Bears are 40-30-2 overall 
in season-enders. ... Tackle Andy Heck 
made the’ 100th start of his career 
Sunday. ... The Bears are 13-0 vs. the 
Eagles in Chicago including 6-0 at 
Soldier Field. ... Inactives for the Bears 
were cornerback Donnell Woolford, 
guards Evan Pilgrim, Octus Polk and 
Marcus Spears, defensive linemen Pat 
Riley and Scotty Lewis and wide receiver 
Fabien Bownes. ... Keith Jennings’ six 
touchdowns are the most by a Bear tight 


The Eagles, however, posed the Bear 


Bears’ 1996 Opponents 


The 1996 NFL schedule will not be released until May. However, oppo- 
nents are determined -by ‘95 division standings. The following chart 
includes next year’s opponents for NFC Central Division teams. 
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end since Mike Ditka’s:eight in 1963. 
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Salaam’s lament 


Productive day ruined by more fumbles 


By David Marran 
Bear Report Correspondent 


For the second consecutive week, 
Rashaan Salaam’s game was a micro- 
cosm of the roller-coaster season he has 
been having. 

A week earlier, however, the ride 
ended smoothly as the rookie recovered 
from an early fumble and turned in a 
strong game. 

In the Bears’ 20-14 win over the 
Eagles Sunday, the roller-coaster ride 
ended with a sudden jerk and left Salaam 
feeling queasy. Unlike last week, Salaam 
didn’t get the chance to get back on the 
roller-coaster. The 1994 Heisman Trophy. 
winner spent the final quarter on the 
bench watching Lewis Tillman play run- 
ning back. 

Salaam gained 122 yards on 30 carries 
to push his season total to a Bear rookie 
record of 1,074, Salaam broke Beattie 
Feathers’ 1934 Bear rookie standard of 
1,004. 

The 100-yard game was Salaam’s fifth 
of the season and third in a row. He is the 
first Bear to rip off three consecutive 
100-yard efforts since Walter Payton had 
arun of nine 100-yard games in 1985. 

But there were those fumbles. Those 
nasty, dreaded, ugly fumbles that may 
follow Salaam for the rest of his career. 

Salaam fumbled three times against 
the Eagles. He recovered one of his mis- 
cues but two others were scooped by the 
Eagles. 

“Lm real disappointed to end my sea- 
son on two fumbles,” Salaam said. 
“That’s something I’ve really got to work 
on this off-season, just holding the ball 
tight.” 

Salaam entered the game with six 
fumbles. 

It was obvious from the moment 
Salaam touched the ball Sunday, he was 
a marked man. The Eagle defense spent 
most of the game trying to strip Salaam 
of the ball. 

“T had six fumbles coming into this 
game so I guess they knew that was one 
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of my problems,” Salaam said. “They 
were pretty much holding me up and 
another guy would come in and just rip 
the ball out.” 

Salaam’s third fumble ended his day 
and ultimately his season. 

Salaam ended a Bear drive at the eight 
late in the third quarter with a fumble. 
The ball was stripped by safety Greg 
Jackson and recovered by Bill 
Romanowski. 

The Bears were in position to put the 
game away but Salaam’s fumble gave the 
Eagles new life. 

That miscue sent Salaam to the bench 
in favor of Tillman for the rest of the 
afternoon, 

“That’s the first time I’ve ever been 
benched since Pop Warner,” Salaam said. 
“Tt’s a growing experience but I guaran- 
tee you, next year is going to be totally 
different.” 

Salaam is confident next year will be 
“totally different” based on what he 
learned this year, 

“Tt was a roller-coaster, highs and 
lows,” said Salaam assessing his season. 
“It’s a learning experience for me and 
I’m just glad I’m. in Chicago where the 
support of my teammates is so strong. 
I’m disappointed because ... I fumbled 


Se 


ane 


Cornerback Mark McMillian (29) scoops up a Rashaan Salaam fumble in 


twice ... and to be a playoff or champi- 
onship team a starting running back can’t 
do that.” 


ON THE LINE; It was business as 
usual for the offensive line in Sunday’s 
win. 

As it has done all season, the offen- 
sive line was its dominating self paving 
the way for a 100-yard rusher and alfow- 
ing no sacks. 

“They did a great job today,” quarter~ 
back Erik Kramer said. “They picked up 
some blitzes that (Philadelphia) hadn’t 


» shown before. All in all, they did a pretty 


good job.” 

This may be the best year a Bear 
offensive line has ever had. 

After all, the Bears set records in pass- 
es attempted, passes completed and pass- 
ing yardage while surrendering an all- 
time team low 15 sacks. 

Throw in a 1,000-yard rusher ahd a 
record number of touchdown passes and 
it would be hard to argue that this was the 
most competent offensive line in club 
anhals, 

“This offensive line and this offense 
in general, I’m real proud of,” guard Jay 
Leeuwenburg said. “I’m glad that I was a 
part of it. As a group, we're as good as 


the first half of Sunday’s 20-14 win over the Philadelphia Eagles. Salaam 
fumbled three times in the game and was eventually benched despite gain- 
ing 122 yards. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) ~ 


NFL Playoffs 
Saturday, December 30 
AFC 
Miami at Buffalo, 11:30 a.m. 
NFC 
Detroit at Philadelphia, 3 
p.m. 

Sunday, December 31 

NFC 

Atlanta at Green Bay, 11:30 
a.m. 

AFC 

Indianapolis at San Diego, 3 


p.m. 
(Central time) 


any offensive line in the league right 
now. It’s unfortunate we didn’t get any- 
one recognized in the Pro Bow! because I 
think we had a lot of talent.” 

Sunday may have been the line’s 
finest hour. 

The Eagles entered the game with 48 
sacks, Leading the way was William 
Fuller with 13 sacks and Andy Harmon 
with 11 put-downs. 

Kramer was barely pressured by. the 
Eagles. 

“It’s been like that all year,” 
Leeuwenburg said. “There have been a 
lot teams that have had a lot of sacks 
going into games. It’s been a personal 
challenge by everybody this year and 
we've responded well,” 

The line’s future is uncertain despite 
its brilliant season. 

Left guard Todd Perry was recently 
re-signed but tenter Jerry Fontenot, tack~ 
le James “Big Cat” Williams and 
Leeuwenberg can become free agents 
after the seasons 

“Tlove thesé guys,” tackle Andy Heck 
said. “When you go through the off-sea- 
son, to two-a-days and Platteville, you 
have shared something and it’s almost as 
if these guys are your brothers, I’d hate to 
see any one of them leave.” 


ONE PLAY WONDER: A year ago 
at this time, quarterback Steve Walsh was 
leading the Bears into the playoffs. 

Sunday, he quietly finished his season 
and possibly his Bear career with a 
cameo appearance in the win over the 
Eagles. 

Tt was Walsh’s lone appearance of the 
season, . 

Walsh took the field as the holder on a 
Kevin Butler field goal late in the third 
quarter. Walsh did not get to touch the 
ball, though. With the line to his left, 
Chris Gedney snapped the ball to Tillman 
who plowed through the middle for a first 
down. 

It was the same kind of bizarre forma- 
tion that the Bears used last year in 
Miami. That play resulted in a touch- 
down against the Dolphins as Curtis 
Conway threw a 23-yard touchdown pass 
to Keith Jennings off a deflection. 

“It’s basically something we use to get 
two or three yards and it worked,” 
Tillman said. “We've had it in. We said 
we were going to use everything we had 
in order to win and we tried it.” 
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Bear defense does it all 


DOUG BUFFONE [= 


The defense we were waiting to see 
all season magically appeared Sunday at 
Soldier Field. 

The Bears’ game plan was to shut 
down the run. They did that and more, 
and the result was a 20-14 victory over 
the playoff-bound Philadelphia Eagles. 

Chicago limited Philadelphia to just 
44 yards rushing on 18 carries and held 
star back Ricky Watters to 13 yards on 
12 carries. 

The Bears have been able to stop the 
run most of the season, but what was dif- 
ferent this time around was their ability 
to excel in other areas. They generated 
pressure on the quarterback without hav- 
ing to blitz, their coverage was excellent, 
and they forced turnovers. It was a win- 
ning formula that had been missing for 
most of the season. 

The defense really roughed up 
Rodney Peete with a strong pass rush; 
Alonzo Spellman had a terrific game, 
recording three sacks. Jim Flanigan also 
had a sack as the front four played its 
second straight excellent game. 

I’m not a big fan of the three-man 
rush, but the Bears implemented it with 
success. They really pulled it off with 
perfection and forced Peete to unload 
before he was ready. This was the best 
effort by the defense I’ve seen all year. 
They weren’t just tackling, they were 
swaiiming to the ballcarrier. 

While the defense played superbly, 
the offensive line was just as dominant. 
They rose to the challenge against a 
defense ranked third overall and first in 
sacks with 48. The line of Andy Heck, 
Todd Perry, Jerry Fontenot, Jay 
Leeuwenburg and James Williams kept 
defenders like William Fuller and Andy 
Harmon off Erik Kramer’s back and gave 
him plenty of time to throw. 

The line also blasted open huge holes 
for Rashaan Salaam and the rest of the 
Bear runners. Running the ball and stop- 
ping the run are two things I always 
stress, and the Bears excelled in both 
areas against Philadelphia. They rushed 
for 181 yards while holding the Eagles to 
44. That’s more than a 4-to-1 ratio! 

Another thing that impressed me was 
that the Bears were not whistled for a 
penalty. On the other hand, Philadelphia 
was penalized six times for 51 yards. 
Kramer drew the Eagles offside three dif- 
ferent times by changing his snap count. 

The Bears came up big and played 
their game. It’s just a shame that the 
49ers could not hold up their end of the 
bargain. If there’s one team you'd like to 
tely on, it’s the world champs. It just 


goes to show you that you can’t count on 
anyone but yourself. Hopefully the Bears 
will control their own destiny next season 
and maybe even host a playoff game. 
We've discussed the good things, but 
the one bad thing is Salaam’s fumbles. 
He fumbled three more times against the 
Eagles and lost two. The rookie lost eight 
fumbles on the season, and as far as I’m 
concerned, that’s eight too many. I’ve 
been a big backer of Salaam since Day 1, 
but I would have benched him too. 
Salaam ran well, but the fumbling is a 
problem he must correct for next season. 


He needs to go to training camp and real- 
ly work on it. When you get tagged as a 
fumbler, opposing defenses try to consis- 
tently rip the ball out of your hands, and 
that’s what happened to Salaam the last 
two weeks of the season. Every time he 
carried the ball they weren’t even trying 
to tackle him, They were going after the 
ball. They ripped at it and it came loose a 
few times. He just has to prove he can 
hold onto the ball, and when he does that 
reputation as a fumbler will disappear. 
Erik Kramer played an excellent game 
against the Eagles, as did the wide 


BEAR REPORT 7 


receivers. The passing game really kept 
the Bears in every game this year but 
ne. 

Putting everything together like the 
Bears did Sunday obviously leads to one 
question: Why didn’t they do it before? 1 
wish I had an answer for that, but I don't. 
All I know is that the Bears will build 
upon this win and take the momentum 
into next season. I really believe there is 
a carryover. Winning your last two 
games should provide inspiration during 
the offseason, Maybe it’s a false feeling, 
but it really seems as if it makes all the 
work you do worth it. 


° 


Doug Buffone hosts the “Doug 
Buffone Sports Magazine” Sunday morn- 
ings on SportsChannel. 


to return to the glory days when they were feared 


Tes right! The foundation has been set for the Bears 


throughout the league. Coach Wannstedt and his staff 
are intent on getting this team back to where it belongs...on 
the top of the NFC Central Division and annually contending 


for the Super Bow! title. 


\ 


Bear fans know if they want to closely track their favorite 
team and be the most informed fan imaginable, then sub- 
scribing to the BEAR REPORT is a MUST! 

The organization has had a busy and productive off-sea- 


son that can only enhance the Bears’ chances of Returning 
To Glory! And you can be there every step of the way when 
you team up with BEAR REPORT, the only publication 
devoted exclusively to YOUR Team...the BEARS! 

For 20 years our statf of editors have been at each 
game, every practice and in the locker room, delivering to 
you the inside story on the players, coaches, the front office 
and the entire NFL...plus game previews, stats, standings 
and much, much more! 

Sign up for a subscription to the BEAR REPORT 
TODAY and we:will enter your name as’ a subscriber for 26 
issues at the low low price of $32.95. That's a savings of 
more than $19 off the regular newsstand price! YOU'LL GET 
26 Colorful, Exciting and Informative issues each week dur- 
ing the season and you'll have the up-to-date information 
that only BEAR REPORT can deliver! 


So don’t miss any of the action...order your 
subscription to 
BEAR REPORT TODAY! 


YES! SIGN ME UP TO THE BEAR REPORT! 


‘Yes! Sign me up for a one year subscription to the BEAR REPORT? | will receive 26 issues in all, a;one year subscription, 


for only $32.95. 
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SCORING SUMMARY 
gi 0 7 14 

10 0 Cl 20 

0, Jennings 13-yard pass from Kramer (Butler, kick) 


Philadelphia Eagle: 
Chicago Bears 
Bears, 1, 11 
(2-15, 0:47) 0-7 
Eagles, 2, 14:56, Garner 8-yard run (Anderson, kick) (8-70, 3:44) 


Bears, 2, 9:55, Butler 27-yard field goal (13-54, 5:01) 7-10 

Bears, 2, 2:21, Jennings 1-yard pass from Kramer (Butler, kick) 
(11-49, 6:12) 7-17 
gles, 4, 13:58, Henderson fumble recovery in end zone 
(Anderson, kick) 14-17 

Bears, 4, 10:18, Butler 28-yard field goal (9-45, 3:40) 14-20 

Attendance: 52,391; tickets distributed: 66,944; unused: 14,553; 
time: 2:52 

Weather: Temperature 27, humidity 78, wind W 15 mph, wind 
chill 5 


FINAL TEAM STATISTICS 
Eagles Bears 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS 12 23 
By Rushing 4 8 
By Passing 8 14 


0 1 
3-13-23% 9-16-56% 


THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY 


FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY S 2-2-100% 2-2-100% 
TOTAL NET YARDS 2u 350 
Total Offensive Plays (inc. time thrown passing) 53 71 
Average gain per offensive play 40 45 
NET YARDS RUSHING a4 181 
Total Rushing Plays. 18 41 
Average gain per rushing play, 24 39 
NET YARDS PASSING 167 169 
Times thrown — yards lost attempting to pass 422 0-0 
Gross yards passing 189 169 
PASS ATTEMPTS-COMPLETIONS-HAD INT. 31-15-2  30-15-1 
Average gain per pass play (inc. # thrown passing) 4.8 5.6 
KICKOFFS-In End Zone-Touchbacks 3.0.0 5-0-0 
PUNTS Number and Average 6392 1-43 
Had Blocked 0 0 
FGs-PATs Had Blocked 0-0 0-0 
‘TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE (Not Including Kickoffs) 1 3 
No, and Yards Punt Returns 13 1-4 
No. and Yards Kickoff Returns 468 3-61 
No. and Yards Interception Returns 1-2 27 
PENALTIES Number and Yards 651 0-0 
FUMBLES Number and Lost 31 53 
TOUCHDOWNS 2 2 
Rushing 1 0 
Passing 0 3 
Fumbles 1 0 
EXTRA POINTS Made- Attempts 22 22 
FIELD GOALS Made-Attempts 0.0 24 
SAFETIES 0 0 
FINAL SCORE 14 20 
‘TIME OF POSSESSION 2029 © 39:31 
CHICAGO BEARS 
Net Long 
RUSHING - Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD 
Salaam 30 122 aes eo 0 
Tillman u 29 2.6 5 0 
Kramer 2 10 BW hi 0 
Conway 1 9 9.0 9 ) 
Timpson 1 6 6.0 6 0 
Carter 2 5 2.5 4 0 
_ Had 
PASSING Yds. TKD Yds. TD LG Int. 
Kramer Sy) GES) Wh 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. LG TD 
Graham 1 i i o 
Faulkerson HE Ie i) 
Timpson e013 0) 
Jennings Fhe it ABE 
Carter 1 i aie) 
Conway (eet EO) 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD 
Carter T. 95 Se 
Mangum 1 Oe eee! 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG 
Sauerbrun Lees Ata 4310 0 Ome liane 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 
Lundy L084 4.0) 
Graham: Ble Wig & 


Rushing Yards 
200 - 


150 


0 Bears Eagles 
Eeseing Yards Time of Possession 
150 
100 
50 
0 B § 
= ears, Eagles 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LGTD CHICAGO BEARS 
Lewis 2 i) 41 240 Unofficial 
Tillman 1 0 20 20 10 T A SK YL INT. PD FR 
Lincoln ‘| 0 0.0 00 0 0 0 
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES Carter 5 0 0.0 0.0 I 1 tt} 
Net Long Spellman 4 0 30 160 0 0 0 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD Zorich -4 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 
Garner 4 20 5.0 11 1 Joseph 3 0 00 0.0 0 0 i) 
Watters 12 13 11 9 0 ‘Thierry 3 0 00 00 0 is 0 
Peete 2 1 55 8 0 Cain 2 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 
fi Carrier 2 0 0.0 0.0 0 1 1 
Had Flanigan 2 0 10 60 0 0 0 
PASSING Att.Com. Yds. TKD Yds. TD LG Int. Mangum 2 0 0.0 0.0 1 1 oO 
Peete 3h. 1S 18onee 22 0 36 # Cox 1 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 
Minter a Zl 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. LG TD Miniefield 1 0 00 0.0 0 2 0 
Carpenter 6 6 15 O 
Watters By 12 9 0 PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 
Johnson oe 41 33 i) Unofficial 
Barnett 2 sys 10) 50) ss A SK YL INT. PD FR 
Monk 1 36 36 0 Romanowski 12 0 0.0 0.0 1 1 1 
Jones 1 17 17 0 Gouveia 10 2 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 
Zordich 10 1 0.0 00 0 0 0 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD Thomas 5 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 
Romanowski 1 2 0 0 Jackson 4 2 00 0.0 0 LV) 0 
MeMillian 4 0 0.0 0.0 0 1 1 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 G Henderson 3 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 
Hutton 6 235 39.2 1 ey 53 Mamula 3 0 0.0 0.0 0 oO 0 
Gunn 2 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD Stubbs 2 0 0.0 0.0 Oo 0 0 
Carpenter . 1 0 3 3 i) Taylor z 0 00 0.0 0 0 0 
, Harmon Pe OG wy 0 0. 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD ‘Chalenski 1 o 0.0 0.0 o 0 0 
Witherspoon 3 0 42 17 0 Fuller 1 0 0.0 00 0 1 it) 
Jones 1 0 26 26 60 
‘=Tackle, A=/ SK=Sack, YL=Yards Lost 


terceptions, PD=Pass Defense, FR=Fumble Recovery 
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The Bears 
hammered the 
Eagles but still 
failed to earn a 
playoff berth — Setters ors en, rem sas on cane etx cog em = 


tackle Eagles wide receiver Fred Barnett in the Bears’ 20-14 victory Sunday at Soldier Field. 


Keith Jennings caught two TD passes Sunday to raise his season totalto _ Erik Kramer’s two TD passes enabled him to finish the season with 29, 
six, the most by a Bear tight end since Mike Ditka had eight in 1963. breaking Sid Luckman’s club record of 28. (Photos by Steve Woltmann) 
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Bears in 
the fold: 


Free agents 
Green, Perry 
agree to new 

contracts 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


The Bears cleared up two question 
marks for next season by re-signing free 
agents Todd Perry and Robert Green 
prior to last week’s season finale 
against the Philadelphia Eagles. 

Perry, a restricted free agent, agreed 
to a four-year deal worth $5 million, 
while Green, an unrestricted free agent, 
inked a two-year pact worth $1.2 mil- 
lion. 

Perry excelled in his first full season 
starting at left guard. A fourth-round 
draft pick in 1993, the former Kentucky 
star is a major reason for the improye- 
ment of the offensive line. Three other 
starters on the line remain free agents: 
center Jerry Fontenot, right guard Jay 
Leeuwenburg and right tackle James 
“Big Cat” Williams. 


Green also performed extremely. 


well before his season prematurely 
ended when he broke his leg covering a 
kickoff in the Bears’ 27-7 Monday 
night loss at Detroit Dec. 4. Splitting 
time with rookie first-round pick 
Rashaan Salaam, Green mushed for 570 
yards and three touchdowns and a 
robust 5.3 yards per carry average while 
catching 28 passes for 246 yards. 
With the presence of the 21-year-old 
Salaam, many thought that Green would 
test the free agent market in search of a 
starting job. But the former William & 
Mary star opted to remain in Chicago as 
a Bear. 
“The biggest thing for me is that I 
have a family and the reality of it is that 
in the NFL nothing is guaranteed, and 
we all know that,” said Green, who was 
signed by Chicago in 1993 after being 
waived by the Washington Redskins. 
“Going into free agency guarantees you 
nothing. I know a lot of guys who go 
into free agency and then end up asking 
for too much and not signing. Then they 
have to come back to another team for 
the minimum.” 
Green’s injury played a role in his 
decision to skip free agency and re-sign 
with the Bears. 
“T have something that I can put my 
hands on now and having a broken les 
did have something to do with my men- 
tality,” Green said, “I just didn’t know 
what would happen out there or if 
somebody would want to take a chance 
with a guy who just broke his leg. Plus 1 
‘really like being here. I know I’m going 
‘to get a chance to play here, I know the 
{ system and I know what’s expected of 

me.” a 
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Euphoria turns to despair 
as playoff berth slips away 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


The euphoria only lasted a few min- 
utes for Bears safety Marty Carter. 

The former Tampa Bay Buccaneer 
capped a terrific individual season with a 
fourth quarter interception of Rodney 
Peete in Sunday’s 20-14 win over the 
Eagles. But Carter soon learned that the 
San Francisco 49ers had lost to the 
Atlanta Falcons, costing the Bears a play- 
off berth. 

“When I first heard, I was heartbro- 
ken,” said Carter, who played the first 
four seasons of his career in Tampa 
before joining the Bears as a free agent in 
March. “I haven’t been there in five 
years, and when you dominate a team 
and still come up short, it hurts. As a 
team, we're going to keep our heads up. 
We did what we had to do in the last two 
games.” 

The Bears won their final two regular 
season contests for the first time since 
1986, It was the first time they won their 
season finale since ‘87, but the damage 
was done earlier in December with losses 
at Detroit and Cincinnati. 

“We need to be in a situation where 
we control our own destiny,” said receiy- 
er Curtis Conway. “It hurts when you 
don’t make the playoffs, especially after 


a victory. But that’s the way it goes: 


sometimes.” 


CLOSE BUT NO CIGAR: The 
Falcons edged the Bears for the sixth and 
final NFC: playoff spot because of the 
third tiebreaker. Head-to-head didn’t 
apply because the teams did not face each 
other this season, and both clubs were 7- 
5 in NFC action. 

Atlanta, however, was 4-2 against 
common foes Tampa Bay (1-0), Detroit 
(1-0), St. Louis (1-1) and Carolina (1-1), 
while the Bears were 3-3 versus Tampa 
Bay (2-0), Detroit (0-2), St. Louis (0-1) 
and Carolina (1-0). 

“We did our part. We won today,” 
said Keith Jennings, who caught two TD 
passes from quarterback Erik Kramer. 
“We just didn’t play well enough earlier 
in the season. When we found out San 
Francisco lost, that was tough. We 
worked too damn hard to come up short. 

“I feel sorry for myself and a lot of 
guys on the team for the way we worked 
hard all through training camp. We had 
such high hopes of winning the division 
and going on from there. It seemed like 
we went backwards from last year, and 
we did. Now we've got a bigger jump to 
make next year.” 


LINE EXCELS: The much-maligned 
defensive line turned in its second 
straight excellent effort. The Bears 
recorded four sacks, three by Alonzo 
Spellman and one by Jim Flanigan. The 
Bears sacked Eagles quarterback Rodney 


-Peete twice om Philadelphia’s -first four 


Jim Flanigan recorded his team- 
leading 11th sack in Sunday's win 
over the Philadelphia Eagles. 


plays from scrimmage and forced one 
turnover and one punt before the Eagles 
managed a first down. 

The Chicago defense forced three 
turnovers and limited Philadelphia to 44 
yards rushing. 

“It would’ve been nicer if we 
would’ ve went to the playoffs,” said line- 
backer Joe Cain. “We let too many 
opportunities get away. We have to play 
like this every week and that’s what we 
didn’t do. We let too many early opportu- 
nities get away. At the same time I’m 
proud of everybody for the way we fin- 
ished up. 

“I feel like a winner. We won today. 
We had a winning record, but we let too 
many opportunities get away. What am I 
supposed to say, that I feel like a loser?” 


FRIENDLY ADVICE: Rashaan 
Salaam finished the season with a Bear 
rookie record 1,074 yards and closed 
with three straight 100-yard games. But 
he also ended the season on the bench 
after three fumbles against the Eagles. 

Injured running back Robert Green 
was seen offering the rookie words of 
encouragement on the sideline. 

“I told him to just let it go and move 
on,” Green said. “I think he learned a les- 
son that the more you think about it, the 
more chance it’s going to happen again. I 
kept telling him that ‘you have a long 
career and much better things ahead of 
you, so don’t get too down on yourself."” 

Salaam entered the game having lost 
six fumbles. He lost two more and recoy- 
ered one of his own Sunday. But it was 
apparent that the Eagles were attempting 
to rip the ball out of his hands all game. 

“That's the game plan,” Green said. 
“When you get stereotyped as a fumbler, 
that’s all they’re going to do until you 
Prove gamie after game after game that 
you're not going to do it anymore and 


) then they forget about it: That’s some- 


thing he’s going to have to fight this 
whole offseason; to learn how to hold 
onto the ball so it won’t be a factor any- 
more.” 


NARROW LOSSES: In six of the 
Bears’ seven losses, they had an opportu- 
nity to either tie or win the game in the 
final minutes. That more than anything is 
what will gnaw at coach Dave Wannstedt 
throughout the offseason. 

“T'feel bad for the players and the 
fans,” Wannstedt said. “It’s a shame. We 
can all stand here and think of a catch, a 
kick, or a tackle that would have given us 
10 or 11 wins. That's how close it is. 
That's how competitive our division is.” 


CATCH THIS: Conway and Jeff 
Graham became the first tandem in Bear 
history to each Surpass the 1,000 yard 
receiving plateau this season. Graham 
broke the club record for yards, while 
Conway scored 12 touchdowns. 

Both players are free agents. Conway 
is restricted, while Graham is unrestrict- 
ed. 

“We both want to stay here. 
Everybody wants to stay here,” Conway 
said. “Basically it is out of our hands, itis 
up to the people up front. Jeff and I are 
roommates. We've talked several times 
and we don’t want to split up for any- 
thing. We're more than a receiver tan- 
dem. We have a friendship.” 

Kramer has a vested interest in want- 
ing his top two receivers to return in 
1996. 

“T’d like to make sure we get the team 
that we want back,” said Kramer. “In this 
day and timé of free agency, when you 
finish up a season you don’t know who 
you're going to see back next year.” 


LONG TRIP: With Tony Carter lim- 
ited by a shoulder injury, former Arena 
League player Mike Faulkerson started at 
fullback. After blocking mast of the 
game, Faulkerson caught two passes for 
22 yards in the second half. 

THE OTHER SIDE: Eagies coach 
Ray Rhodes has directed his team into 
the playoffs, but the first-year coach 
wasn’t exactly pleased with his team’s 
effort. 

A win coupled with losses by Dallas 
and San Francisco could have given 
Philadelphia a division title and’ home- 
field advantage througl-out the playoffs. 

“The first thing I want to say is that 
we played terrible,” Rhodes said. “In 
every phase, I didn’t see anything that 
was positive out there. It was a big game. 
We talked about what we had to do to 
play in a big game; how the intensity is 
going to change, 

“Their offense came out, and every 
third down conversion we couldn’t get 
off the field: Salaam came out and ran 
anywhere he wanted to run today. We did 
not play the way I expected this football 
team to play.” 
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Bears face big 
decisions 


By Mike Mulligan 
Special to Bear Report 


Erik Kramer, a guy who knows a little 
something about free agency, isn’t look- 
ing forward‘to the off-season. Kramer’s 
arrival from Detroit two years ago sig- 
nalled the Bears official entree into the 
new NFL—a league where maintaining a 
winner is just as tough as building one. 

Kramer knows the offense’s record- 
setting season can quickly become a 
memory if several key players find 
greener pastures via free agency. 

“J don’t think we should mess with the 
chemistry we have going right now,” 
Kramer said, while specifically calling 
for management to make sure receiyer 
Jeff Graham stays in the fold. 

“Hopefully every year starts to build 
off the things we’ve done this year. But 
once you start making changes it’s tough 
to keep going. One of the staples of 
teams like the 49ers, Dallas and now 
Green Bay is that they have the same 
group there for a long period of time.” 

More than 20 Bears will become free 
agents of one variety or other at season’s 
end, At the top of the list are Graham and 
Curtis Conway, who became the first 
receiving tandem in Bears history to 
exceed the 1,000 receiving mark in the 
same season this year. Graham is free to 
weigh the offer of any NFL team while 
the Bears can match any deal offered 
Conway, a restricted free agent. 

Will Graham be gone? Maybe not. 

With Fred Barnett, Brian Blades, 
Mike Sherrard and Henry Ellard leading 
the free agent list and a crop of talented 
wideouts expected to dominate the open- 
ing round of the NFL draft, will the Bears 
be seriously outbid if they make a reson- 
able offer? Unlikely, especially since the 
slew of free agent receivers from a year 
ago—Andre Rison, Alvin Harper, Flipper 
Anderson, Michael Timpson, J.J. Burden 
and Alexander Wright—have made little 
impact thus far. The aforementioned 
players received a collective $12 million 
in signing bonuses last year but none fin- 
ished in the top 20 among receivers in 
their conferences. 

Graham’s status may wind up depend- 
ing on Timpson’s willingness to restruc- 
ture his deal to allow the Bears to bring 
Graham back. 

“We want Jeff Graham back, no doubt 
about it,” Bears coach Dave Wannstedt 
said. “How things will break down, I just 
don’t know.” 

So who is the player most likely to 
depart? It has to be defensive end 
Alonzo Spellman, whose lack of produc- 
tion on the field this year makes it unlike- 
ly he’ll receive the $2.5-$3 million a year 
contract offer that the NFL’s top defen- 
sive ends attract. But it’s fairly certain his 
combination of size, strength and youth 
could earn him a $2 million a year salary. 
A figure the Bears would certainly balk 
at. 

Spellman made $540,000 this season 
and the Bears are unlikely to offer him a 
million a year more. 


“I see myself being here with this 
team,” Spellman said. “Obviously it’s up 
to them, it’s their decision whether they 
want me to be with this team or not. But I 
definitely see myself as a Chicago Bear. L 
don’t even think about myself as leaving 
this organization.” 

The Bears have waited four years for 
Spellman to grow into an NFL star and 
are unlikely to pay further for potential 
over production. But at least one of the 


29 other teams in the league is bound to» 


look at his 6-foot-4, 290-pound frame, 
measure his speed and strength, check his 
low body fat and open up the checkbook. 

“He needs to find a team that will fall 
in love with that body and be willing to 
pay for it,” one agent said. 

Spellman was called “a king-sized 
Neil Smith” by one NFL scout, but his 
imposing physique has always overshad- 
owed his play. He had a sack in his first 
professional game after the Bears select- 
ed him in the opening round of the 1992 
draft (No. 22 overall). Sixty two games 
later he’s only got 22 for his career, 
including three in the season finale 
against the Eagles. 

Spellman said he’s had a “very aver- 
age season” rushing the passer, largely 
because of the adjustments he had to 
make in moving from right end to left 
end in order to shore up the run defense. 

“I was comfortable there,” Spellman 
said of right end. “I studied that position 
like crazy. I played behind [Richard 
Dent] a guy that.is probably going to go 
to the Hall of Fame one day and I learned 
a whole helluva lot of him. 

“T’ve played that side of the line pretty 
much my whole life and it started to 
come around for me. My technique was 
coming, everything was right where it 
needed to be—and then I had to tear that 
house down and start to build a new 
one.” 

Does Spellman feel the move and his 
resultant play this season will cost him 
money as a free agent? 

“To tell you the truth, I think the peo- 
ple that really matter in this business, 
they know what is really going on,” 
Spellman said. “They know what I can 
really do on the field. Obviously, it hasn’t 
been to the level I want it to be, but I also 
know that eventually things will come 
around. 

“Tt might hurt a little bit, but I don’t 
think that much.” 

The Bears re-signed two of their free 
agents before last week’s season finale. 
Running back Robert Green inked a two- 
year, $1.2 million deal, while guard Todd 
Perry signed a four-year, $5 million pact. 

Green broke his leg in the Dec. 4 
game at Detroit and missed the rest of the 
season. But the Bears are confident he 
will return to his pre-injury form. 

Perry ‘also had a solid:season and is 


one of the team’s best linemen. 

Still, the area of greatest concern for 
the Bears is the offensive line, where 
three of the five starters are unrestricted 
free agents—tackle James “Big Cat” 
Williams, center Jerry Fontenot and 
guard Jay Leeuwenburg. Backup: guard 
Todd Burger is an exclusive free agent, 
but third tackle Troy Auzenne is also 
unrestricted and most likely gone. 

“The biggest thing is that they've 


, played together for a couple of years now 


and that’s beginning to pay dividends for 
us,” Wannstedt said of a group that 
allowed the fewest sacks in the league 
this year, a key to Kramer's record-set- 
ting performance. 

“We have to keep them together. 
Obviously, that’s not easy with the new 
system we’re dealing under. You'd like 
to keep everybody. You wouldn’t want to 
lose anybody on your entire team. Can 
we keep everybody? Will we keep every- 
body? 

“We're going to try, but realistically 
you probably: won't be able to. Because 
of age and contract things we have 
stronger options to keep some guys than 
others. But as we get better and our 
younger players get older that’s going to 
be the next bridge we cross.” 

The Bears have been fairly. lucky in 
the free agent market in terms of getting 
more than they’ve lost, mainly because 
not too many teams have been interested 
in the free agents the Bears had to offer. 
That should change, given the team’s 
back-to-back winning seasons. 

“The bottom line is we made the play- 
offs last year,” Leeuwenburg said. 
“People are going to see the playoff 
experience and that you were on a win- 
ning team—that’s what they want on 
their team, So if the team does well then 
the free agents will do well.” > 

The player most likely to attract a big- 
time offer is the Big Cat, who is being 
compared favorably by some scouts to 
Dallas star Erik Williams (no relation). 
The Bears will have the option to match 
any offer their Williams gets because it’s 
written into his contract. The same holds 
for Fontenot. 

A decision may come down to keep- 
ing Fontenot or Leeuwenburg, who have 
vied for the starting center job in training 
camp each of the last two seasons. 

“T know I would really love to see all 
of us back together next year fighting for 
the same goal again,” Fontenot said. 
“With another year under the belt and a 
few extended contracts we'd all be set 
and ready to go. The reality of the situa- 
tion is hard to say, but idealistically 'd 
say we'd all love to be back.” 

And they can be...for a price. 

“The Bears have plenty of money 
under the salary cap,” Leeuwenburg said. 


“That has not been a secret: We've heard 


they were four or five million underneath 
it this year. I think that’s plenty of money 
if they deem that to. be a priority.” 

Assistant head coach and. offensive 
line guru Tony Wise figures 50 percent 
of the line’s current success can be attrib- 
uted to continuity. © 

“There’s no more of this experimental 
stuff or anything like that,” Wise said. 
“Everything is set. Nobody is worried 
about their job and they’re all working to 
beat the next team. 

“They're communicating so well 
together — that’s why we're limiting the 
sacks. It’s hard to beat us with things.” 

For that reason alone, Wise figures the 
Bears may be ablé to keep the line 
together. Afterall, they’re more than just 
teammates, they’re friends with the 
bunch getting together on Tuesday to go 
hunting with former Bears guard Mark 
Bortz. 

“Tr’s been proven in free agency that a 
guy can make a bad decision and be a 
good player in one system because that's 
what offensive line play is all about and 
go to another system and be totally out of 
whack,” Wise said. “I’ve seen too many 
guys switch teams and I look at them on 
film and they’re playing like crap. 

“J trust these guys that they realize the 
ingredients»we’ve got and they're going 
to make a fair decision. If it’s a fair offer 
and I like what I’m doing here and this 
team has a chance to win, then I stay. If a 
guy was to leave here and go to Seattle 
just for more money, then my reaction is 
go ahead. You have to wonder about the 
level of commitment to this thing if that’s 
the case.” 

~ Bears negotiator Ted Phillips planned 
to talk to six or seven free agents before 
the end of the season in an effort to use 
the excess salary cap money to avoid the 
headache of free agency all together. But 
only Green and Perry had re-upped. 

“When it comes down to the money 
and how we cut up the pie there will be 
some tough decisions, Pm sure,” 
Wannstedt said. “Like every team we'll 
have to ask the who and how and how we 
want to do this thing. 

“Heck, it could be a situation where 
we think this guy is valuable and bring 
him back and release somebody that is on 
contract just to release a couple of bucks. 
We could trade a guy to keep one. 

“The bottom line to this whole thing is 
that we have to work within the salary 
cap restraints and do everything we can 
do to continue to move forward in the 
future and not take a step back.” 


Mike Mulligan covers the Bears for 
the Chicago Sun-Times. 
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Funny how perceptions change. Only 
a year after baseball stepped all over 
itself with a strike and the cancellation of 
a World Series, Cal Ripken Jr., became 
Sportsman of the Year. 

His football counterpart would be Art 
Modell, the owner who stole more than 
Christmas from Cleveland. 

If it weren’t Modell, it would be Jerry 
Jones, the owner who answered a $300 
million lawsuit from his peers with a 
$750 miltion lawsuit of his own. 

The NFL put its spin on the most out- 
rageous memories of the season by call- 
ing it survival. But fans know greed 
when they see their own pocketbooks get 
smaller. If football learned anything from 
baseball’s poor decisions, it was that 
avarice knows no bounds. Someday the 
bubble will surely burst, but not before 
Modell gets his and Jones gets his. 

Meanwhile, the fans get theirs. They 
pay more and more and sometimes it 
even pays off. If you live in Green Bay, 
for example, watching Brett Favre this 
season has been worth every penny spent 
on mittens and cheeseheads. 

It has been a good year for awards 
candidates. Too bad the yoting can’t wait 
until after the Super Bowl. That way the 
guesswork is eliminated: 

Favre is a wonderful MVP choice. 
The Bears can’t argue. He threw eight 
touchdown passes against them. Fayre 
proclaimed himself worthy by pointing 
out that he is asked to do more than any 
other quarterback in the league in Mike 
Holmgren’s offense. 

“Troy Aikman’s great, but they don’t 
ask him to win. Steve Young? Great 
quarterback, but the 49ers won without 
him. It’s a great system with a lot of tal- 
ent,” Favre said. 

Holmgren was upset because the state- 
ment made Favre sound like a braggart. 
Favre said he didn’t mean to come off 
that way, but added, “You have to admit 
if I play well, we usually win; if I don’t 


Favre, 


Moore 


frontrunners 
in MVP race 


DON PIERSON 


play well, we usually get beat.” 

The only problem with voting for 
Favre as MVP is he hasn’t beaten Dallas. 
He is 0-5 over the last two-plus years, 
including the last two playoff losses. 
Until he proves he can beat Dallas, a lot 
of voters are wary of just how valuable 
he is. 

Other candidates: 

« Herman Moore, Detroit. 

In the year of the wide receiver, 
Moore has managed to wrest the ball 
from Barry Sanders and show the-Lions 
just how good they can be with a little 
variety in their attack. Again, Moore 
owes much of his notoriety to the Bears, 
who allowed him to catch 100 passes in 
two games. No, it only seemed that way. 
He looked like a warmup catcher for Don 
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Majkowski and Scott Mitchell. 

« Emmitt Smith, Dallas. 

The Cowboys flat out can’t win with- 
out him. That has been proven. Trouble 
is, they couldn’t win with him, at Teast 
with him fumbling. 

In consecutive losses against 
Washington and Philadelphia, Smith’s 
fumbles helped turn the tide, further 
proof that he is indeed their most valu- 
able performer. 

¢ Steve Bono, Kansas City. 

Somebody on.the Chiefs must be 
doing something. But the more you look 
at them, the more you wonder whether 
they aren’t winning in spite of Bono, still 
an ordinary quarterback playing in an 
extraordinary team setting. What Bono. 
does more than anything else is verify 
Marty Schottenheimer as coach of the 
year. 

Neil O’Donnell, Pittsburgh. 

The Steelers were struggling without 
him and are flying with him, but how 
yaluable can he be if the scuttlebutt sug- 
gests the Steelers aren’t going to pay him 
the big bucks when he becomes a free 
agent. They won without Eric Green and 
Barry Foster, so maybe they think they 
can win without O’Donnell. If young 
Kordell Stewart is ready to play full time, 
that doesn’t say a whole lot for 
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e Jerry Rice, San Francisco. 

Rice is taken for granted. There is 00 
better endorsement. When the 49ers lost 
Deion Sanders, it was Rice who first 
came to the defense of the remaining 
49er defensive players, saying they had 
been insulted by insinuations they 
couldn’t survive without him. They have 
been among the best defenses in the 
league all year and three defensive backs 
are going to the Pro Bowl. Sanders, now 
with rival Dallas, isn’t. 

The 49ers lost offensive coordinator 
Mike Shanahan and defensive coordina- 
tor Ray Rhodes. Then they lost top run- 
ning back Ricky Watters. Then they lost 
fullback William Floyd. Then they lost 
quarterback Steve Young. Then they lost 
blockers Harris Barton and Steve 
Wallace for some time. 

They never lost Rice. 

Coach of the year offers a similar 
number of legitimate candidates: 

e Marty Schottenheimer, Kansas 
City, 

He lost Joe Montana and actually got 
better. It’s almost blasphemous. 

Ray Rhodes, Philadelphia. 

He benched his star quarterback, 
Randall Cunningham to show who's 
boss. He turned free agent prima donna 
Ricky Watters into a productive back 
able to carry the league's 30th-ranked 
passing offense. He drafted Mike 
Mamula and Bobby Taylor and plugged 
them into a tough defense. He won twice 
as many games as anybody had a right to 
expect. 

¢ Dom Capers, Carolina. 

He won without anybody. An expan- 
sion team vying for the playoffs is 
unheard of in any sport, no matter how 
watered down. His defense improved 
from a ragtag bunch of castoffs to among 
the léague’s best during their first season 
together. 

Bill Cowher, Pittsburgh. 

He-Jost his best defensive player, cor- 
nerbatk Rod Woodson, and still assem- 
bled the best defense in the league. He 
lost his top running back and top tight 
end and still put together a ball-control 
offense. He also played in the worst divi- 
sion. 

° Wayne Fontes, Detroit. 

Yes, after a 3-6 start, Fontes got an 
ultimatum from owner William Clay 
Ford that it was playoffs or else. Ford 
should have spoken out earlier and the 
Lions might have home field advantage. 

¢ Mike Holmgren, Green Bay. 

He lost Sterling Sharpe and turned 
Mark Chmura into an all-pro. Must be 
the system. 

e Marv Levy, Buffalo. 

Out 20 days after undergoing surgery 
for prostate cancer, Levy watched from 
home as his team lost two of three. He 
returned to lead another charge to an 
AFC East title. He beats Don Shula like a 
drum. 

George Seifert, San Francisco. 

See Rice. The guy won despite losing 
staff, stars, and one game to an expansion 
team. Voters have to stop treating him as 
residue from the Bill Walsh era. The man 
must be doing something very right. 


Don Pierson covers the Bears and the 
NEL for the Chicago Tribune. 
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Smith not feeling jolly 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


When Vinson Smith got his list and 
checked it twice, he wasn’t trying to find 
out who was naughty and nice. 

The veteran linebacker wasn’t feeling 
very jolly a week before Christmas after 
studying a list of league-wide player 
salaries distributed by the NFL Players 
Association. 

Smith, whose 
base salary of 
$625,000 is the 
lowest among the, 
Bears’ three start- 
ing linebackers, 
complained about 
a lack of respect 
stemming from 
his days eight 


‘mith years ago as an 
$ : undrafted free 
agent out of East Carolina. 


“T look at myself as getting paid like a 
backup player. I honestly do,” said 
Smith, whose contract expires after the 
1996 season. “It’s very seldom that you 
see an eight-year player that plays special 
teams and plays defense on every down 
who’s making less than third-string play- 
ers. It was amazing to see, and I really 
didn’t even look at it until my wife said 
something about it. She showed me and 
she couldn’t believe it, and my agents 
and a lot of people can’t believe it.” . 

Smith’s four sacks are the only quar- 
terback takedowns by a Bear linebacker 
this season. Add to that his 109 tackles, 
which are the third best on the team, and 
Smith has been arguably the Bears’ most 
productive player on defense this season. 
Despite that, he was relegated to the 
bench when the Bears opted to employ a 
4-2-5 alignment in both of their losses to 
the Detroit Lions. 

“People walk around and say you 


Mean so much to the team and then you 
look at all the situations and look at all 
the things that have happened,” Smith 
said, “and you just say, ‘Hey, I’m not 
really appreciated,’ and it hurts and it 
bothers you.” 

A former Cowboy who lives in Dallas 
during the off-season, Smith said he does 
more appearances in Dallas than 
Chicago. 

“I’m always asked about coach 
(Dave) Wannstedt and what are the simi- 
larities (between the Cowboys and 
Bears),” he said. “They ask how I like 
Chicago, whether I miss Dallas and if I'd 
like to come back and play for the 
Cowboys. 

“After looking at the salaries the other 
day that some of the backup players here 
make, I might be back in Dallas next 
year. We'll just have to wait and see.” 

Smith blames his position in the 
salary structure on a league-wide climate 
that rewards high-round draft picks and 
affords little respect to low-round picks 
and undrafted free agents no matter what 
they accomplish. It’s the same belief 
shared by many other players, probably 
including Richard Dent (8th round) and 
Shaun Gayle (10th), two players who 
perhaps never earned what they were 
worth. 

“T think the fact that I was a free agent 
has always been something that’s hurt 
me,” Smith said. “I know if I am released 
T have possibilities and I have the faith in 
myself that I could play for any team. 
Not only the Cowboys but for whoever it 
is I think I can go out and perform well.” 

Joe Cain, the Bears’ starting middle 
linebacker, earns $1 million, while 
strongside ‘backer Ron Cox makes 
$650,000. Smith is the lowest paid 
among that group, but he complained that 
his salary is the lowest among the 
league’s starting linebackers. 

“It’s everybody,” Smith said. “I’m the 


oldest and the least paid as far as starters, 
and I have been since I’ve been here. 

“...It’s just disappointing to see. It’s 
not going to affect the way I end the sea- 
son or me playing for the Chicago Bears. 
It’s just that sometimes you want to feel 
appreciated, and if you look at some of 
the things that have happened this year as 
far as my situation, it’s not possible.” 

Smith’s comments didn’t sit too well 
with Wannstedt, who in a post-practice 
press conference reported that Smith got 
kicked during the workout but “earned 
his money.” Wannstedt also joked that 
Smith was misquoted, knowing full well 
that that was impossible considering a 
few Chicago radio stations aired his com- 
ments in full. 

Smith began his soliloquy aften a 
Teporter innocently asked him for his 
Christmas wish. 

“For the fans to forgive me for being 
misquoted in the newspaper the other ~ 
day,” he initially responded. % 

Smith was referring to an article in 
which he was quoted as saying that the 
17,469 no-shows from the Bucs game 
shouldn’t expect loyalty from the players 
in return. 

“Basically what I said is that we have 
to play football no matter if the fans are 
there or not,” Smith said. “They have the | 
tight not to show up no matter what. But 
understand that when we’re out at the 
restaurant and we stop eating to sign | 
autographs. don’t get mad when the play- 
ers treat you the same way. That’s all I 
said. I didn’t mean anything about it. We = 
appreciate the fans around here. 

*...They can feel the way they want 
to. I understand some of the feelings 
about the thing with Gary, Indiana, and 
us not playing as well as we possibly can. 

I understand their feelings about that, but 
they have to understand our feelings 
when we lash out or say things we nor- 
mally wouldn’t say.” 


| 
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Some passed, 
others failed 
to make grade 


FRED MITCHELL 


Making the grade is one obstacle, but 
making the playoffs was of utmost con- 
cern when the Bears wound up the regu- 
lar season last Sunday against the 
Philadelphia Eagles. 

Collectively, coach Dave Wannstedt's 
1995 Bears burst out of the starting gate 
with an auspicious 6-2 record, but stum- 
bled badly in the second half. 

Unlike 1994, when the wart’on ‘the 
side of the Bears’ game face was an 
uninspiring offense, this season's 
Achilles heel was a defense that too often 
couldn’t seem to rise to the occasion 
when it counted, 

In contrast, the Bears offense pro- 
duced record numbers in “95, starting 
with quarterback Erik Kramer, and filter- 
ing down to wide receivers Jeff Graham 
and Curtis Conway. 

Final regular-season grades are in. 
Read them and weep: 

QUARTERBACK 

GRADE: A 

COMMENT: After a shaky, injury- 
filled 1994 season, Erik Kramer proved 
worthy of the confidence and lucrative 
free-agent contract issued by the Bears. 
An improved understanding of the offen- 
sive scheme and a better-balanced attack 
made Kramer look.less mechanical and 
more natural, Kramer’s efficiency also 
could be attributed to the creativity of 
offensive coordinator Ron Turner. 

Were it not for perennial Pro Bowl 
appointees Troy Aikman of Dallas and 
Steve Young of San Francisco, as well as 
the superb year turned in by Green Bay’s 
Brett Favre, Kramer would have been in 
Hawaii in February. 

RUNNING BACKS 

GRADE: B 

COMMENT: Rookie Rashaan Salaam, a 
first-round pick and Heisman Trophy 
winner, started tentatively but wound up 
the regular season with a bang as he 
approached the 1,000-yard plateau. If he 
can work out problems with fumbling 
before next season, the 21-year-old will 
be even more dangerous in “96. Scatback 
Robert Green was the only Bears back 
who could make tacklers miss. And 
Green was missed when he broke his leg 
against the Lions on Dec. 4. 


The loss of second-year ultra-back 
Raymont Harris to a broken collarbone in 
the first game of the season forced the 
Bears to regroup early. Unheralded full- 
back Tony Carter stepped in and played 
well. Lewis Tillman, the starting tailback 
in ‘94, was the forgotten back this season 
until injuries forced him into action. ,, 
RECEIVERS 
GRADE: A 
COMMENT: The most-improved posi- 
tion on the team saw Jeff Graham set the 
club record previously held by Johnny 
Morris for receiving yards in a season. 
Curtis Conway continued to improve, 
catching TD passes in seven straight 
games. Free-agent acquisition Michael 
Timpson did not provide the dynamic 
results the team had hoped for, but his 
very presence on the field in nickel sets 
opened up the field for other receivers. 

Tight end Chris Gedney again was 
plagued by injuries and illness, but Keith 
Jennings fouhd his way into the end zone 
and Ryan Wetnight contributed on third 
down 
OFFENSIVE LINE 
GRADE: B 
COMMENT: Left tackle Andy Heck 
had a Pro Bowl season, even though he 
was not officially accorded the postsea- 
son honor. Right tackle James Williams 
also helped provide Kramer enough time 
to throw. Guards Jay Leeuwenburg and 
Todd Perry, and center Jerry Fontenot 
basically stayed healthy and consistent. 
Troy Auzenne and Todd Burger filled in 
ably. 

Line coach Tony Wise was pleased 
with the progress of his unit and hopes it 
can remain intact for the “96 campaign. 
DEFENSIVE LINE 
GRADE: D . 
COMMENT: It wasn’t lack of effort or 
enthusiasm, but this unit struggled most 
of the season. Alonzo Spellman, Chris 
Zorich, Carl Simpson, Albert Fontenot, 
John Thierry and Jim Flanigan had prob- 
lems generating consistent pressure on 
the quarterback. But Flanigan excelled in 
the quarterback sack department. If the 
Bears defense is to regain its overall 
impact as an intimidating unit, it will 
haye to start with the defensive line. 


LIBERTY SAFES 
Builders of the most attractive 


CATALOG call toll free 
1-800-346-9280 or write: 
Able Safe & File 

W. Walnut, 
IL 61739 


Wide receiver Jeff Graham earned high marks for his performance in 1995, 


breaking the club record for receiving yards. (Photo by Steve Woltmann) 


LINEBACKERS 

GRADE: C 

COMMENT: A unit that appeared on 
the upswing during the ‘94 season lev- 
eled' off in ‘95 and often looked some- 
what confused. Vinson Smith was the 
hardest hitter on the defense and general- 
ly found himself around the football. Ron 
Cox and Joe Cain each had their 


-moments of glory. But as a group, the 


linebackers seemed to be caught in that 
gray area, unable to consistently stop the 
run or the short pass. 

SECONDARY 

GRADE: C- 

COMMENT: The direct result of a soft 
pass rush by the defensive line is a vul- 
nerable secondary, and the Bears certain- 
ly were a prime example of that. When 
steady cornerback Donnell Woolford 
injured his hip during the loss to the 


“Steelers, the Bears’ depth chart suddenly 


did not look so deep. Opposing quarter- 
backs picked on Jeremy Lincoln, and so 
did the officials. Kevin Miniefield picked 
up the slack with a few key picks late in 


the season. And Dwayne Joseph tried to 
make the best of a suspect defensive 
strategy that saw cornerbacks playing 10- 
15 yards off the opposing receivers, 
Safeties Mark Carrier and Marty 
Carter did a steady job of tackling in the 
open field. Problem was, they had too 
many opportunities to make tackles. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
GRADE: C 
COMMENT: The travails of rookie 
punter and kickoff man Todd Sauerbrun 
turned into a season-long soap opera that 
Wannstedt did not enjoy. The field posi- 
tion disadvantages the Bears found them- 
selves in put their suspect defense in vul- 
nerable circumstances. Kicker Kevin 
Butler was perfect from field goal range 
in the first half of the season before 
slumping in the second half. The loss of 
special teams tackler Maurice Douglass 
to the Giants as a free agent was not 
filled adequately. 


Fred Mitchell is a columnist for the 
Chicago Tribune. 


THE HOSPICE OF 
NORTHEASTERN ILLINOIS, INC. 


A Special Kind of Caring 


: ’ 
Providing compassionate, comprehensive services of profes- 
sionals and trained volunteers to meet the individual needs of 


terminally ill patients and their families in Cook, Lake, Kane, 
DuPage, McHenry and Boone counties. 
For Information and Referrals 


708-381-5599 
410 South Hager Avenue 
Barrington, IL 60010 


Not-for-Profit, Medicare Certified, Community Based Hospice Care 
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By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Dennis Gentry is climbing a different 
mountain this time around, but he gets 
the feeling he’s made the trip before. 

The same drive and determination that 
enabled the former Bear to reach the pin- 
nacle of the football world is currently 
being channeled into scaling new heights 
in a second career. 

“Tf you want to be successful, you 
have to put 100 percent into everything, 
whether it’s football or opening up a 
business,” said Gentry, who played 11 
seasons with the Bears beginning in 
1982. 

Gentry is in the reall estate business 
near Dallas, renting duplexes and homes. 
Operating in Waco, Texas, Gentry is 
cleaning up. Literally. 

“The big thing is making sure you get 
good tenants who won’t tear up any- 
thing,” he said with a laugh. 

Gentry joined the Bears as a fourth 
round pick out of Baylor in a draft class 
that produced five players on the 1985 
Super Bowl team including quarterback 


alg] WHERE ARE 
THEY NOW... 


Jim McMahon, guard Kurt Becker, 
defensive lineman Henry Waechter and 
tight end Tim Wrightman. 

The diminutive Gentry was a versatile 
performer who excelled both running 
with the football and catching passes out 
of the backfield, Much like Robert Green 
today, Gentry’s main contributions came 
on third down plays. 

Gentry is also the most prolific kick 


returner in Bears history. He holds career. 


records for returns (192) and yards 
(4,353) and returned three kicks for 
touchdowns. 

Gentry led the Bears in kickoff returns 
from 1986-89 and topped the NFL in 
1986 with a 28.8-yard average on 20 
returns. He shared those duties with 
Willie Gault during the Super Bowl year. 

Gentry says his football achievements 
have helped kick-start his business 
career. 

“Tt’s a blessing to play pro football, 
especially from a business aspect,” he 
said. “It certainly has opened some doors 
for me here and there.” 

Gentry and his wife Jaye live in 
Waco. 
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Follow the Leader 


'=j Kramer implores 
teammates to 
take chances 
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By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Erik Kramer’s leadership role 
with the Bears extends beyond calling 
plays and taking snaps from center. * 

In a players-only meeting in 
advance of the Dec. 17 Tampa Bay 
game, the veteran quarterback 
implored his teammates to take more 
responsibility for their actions on the 
field and not wait for the coaches to 
show them the way. 

“I won’t say I was going against 
the coaches, but there is a certain level 
of intensity that has to be present for a 
team to operate and the players are 
responsible for getting it there,” 
Kramer explained! “You saw a little of 
that (in the 31-10 win over Tampa). A 
lot of the attitude and emotions on this 
team are’to sit back and wait for some- 
body, a coach, to direct us. But this is 
a players’ team, and I started to see 
that this week.” 

Against Tampa Bay Kramer com- 
pleted 20 of 28 passes for 256 yards 
including a 47-yard touchdown strike 
to Jeff Graham. Kramer had tossed 
27 TD passes through 15 games, one 
shy of the club mark set by Sid 
Luckman in 1943. 

“Brik cleared up a lot of our 
minds,” said Curtis Conway, who 
against Tampa became the second 
Bear this season and only third in 25 
years to surpass the 1,000-yard mark 
in receiving yards..“In a large way he 


was responsible for what we came out 
and did.” 

After two sub-par games, the high- 
powered Bears’ offense was back on 
track. The rout began when Chicago 
scored on its first play from scrim- 
mage as Rashaan Salaam bolted in 
from 15 yards out following a Ron 
Cox interception. 

“Even in the huddle, after we 
scored that quick touchdown to start 
the game,” Conway said, “(Kramer) 
boosted us with two words. ‘We’re 
back,” he told us when we came back 
to the huddle. And we were.” 

Kramer felt compelled to speak to 
the team after witnessing negativity 
throughout a skid of five losses in six 
games. 

“J think the team is starting to real- 
ize we have to take steps and come up 
with ways to motivate ourselves,” he 
said. “Because we’re the ones who 
have to go out and do it. 

“Before we start pointing fingers 
and looking at who we’re going to 
blame it’s important to note that that’s 
the way it needs to be, for the players 
to go assert themselves.” 


BIG DECISIONS: Three of the 
Bears’ five offensive linemen will be 
free agents at the end of the season, 
and center Jerry Fontenot wonders 
where he stands on the team’s list of 
priorities. 

“To be quite honest, [ don’t know,” 
said Fontenot, who owns the longest 


Bears, St. Joseph’s plan event 


_ Did you know that for 31 summers the Chicago Bears’ quest for the NFL 
began on the campus of of St. Joseph's College in Rensselaer, 


toda? 


What began as a business arrangement between Bears founder George Halas 
and the school quickly blossomed into a warm and heart-felt relationship that 
continues today with the McCaskey family. 

St. Joseph's College and the Bears would like to invite all fans to attend a 


yery special evening, Friday, / 


April 19, 1996, at Indian Lakes Resort in 


Bloomingdale, Ill. to celebrate this special relationship and to honor the 
MeCaskey family for their dedication and continued support of the students, fac~ 
ulty, and staff of Saint Joseph's College. Corporate tables (seating 10) may be 
purchased for $1,500. Bt may also be purchased for $150 each. 

‘In continuation of the celebration. Saturday, April 20, the Bears will co-host 
the of the famous “Halas Mile” on the campus of St. Joseph’s. 
‘This event will feature runners in open competition for prizes. Also participating 
“i to LT ting aap de who once ran the dreaded 
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‘under the close scrutiny of Papa Bear 


_For more information contact Brian Kems at St. es Bee 


Erik Kramer encouraged his teammates to take it upon themselves 
to perform on the field during a players-only meeting last week. 


games played (109) and games started 
(67) streaks by an active Bear. “But I 
will say that there are a lot of teams 
that need good centers right now, so 
we'll see how high a priority I am.” 
Right tackle James Williams and 
right guard Jay Leeuwenburg are 
also free agents. Left guard Todd 
Perry and left tackle Andy Heck are 
under contract for the 1996 season. 


STADIUM WARS: Bears nego- 
tiator Ted. Phillips declared an 
impasse involving talks with the City 
of Chicago to build a new stadium, but 


* Mayor Richard Daley still believes 


those talks are alive. 

After Phillips said that further talks 
were not necessary involving the pro- 
posed $156 million Soldier Field reno- 
yation plan, Daley said that negotia- 
tions would not be over until club 
president Michael McCaskey official- 
ly announced there is no deal in 
Chicago and the Bears are moving to a 
new tax-supported stadium in Gary, 
Ind. 

‘Our position is to negotiate. Our 
position is to keep talking to them. 
And our position is not to pull the 
plug,” Daley told the Chicago 
Tribune. 

“T think what (the Bears) are trying 
to play is: ‘Mayor Daley says this and 
he’s the one who’s pulling the plug.’ 


(But) I’m not playing hide and seek 
with them.” 

Phillips reinforced his belief that 
the deal was dead, saying: “Our nego- 
tiations with the city ... are at an 
impasse” and the “renovation plan is 
not workable and has been rejected.” 

Daley ventured to Cleveland last 
week to meet with mayors from cities 
with NFL teams to discuss how to 
deal with greedy owners who threaten 
to move to another city in search of a 
more lucrative stadium deal. 

It was also reported that Daley’s 
aides had contacted the Arizona 
Cardinals and other NFL teams about 
moving to Soldier Field should the 
Bears leave for Gary. 

The Cardinals returning to Chicago 
is an unlikely scenario, however, con- 
sidering that owner Bill Bidwell is a 
friend of the McCaskey family and is 
seeking a better stadium deal than 
Soldier Field could probably offer. 


NOMINATED: Folldwing the 
Bucs’ game, both Graham and 
Rashaan Salaam were nominated for 
NEC Offensive Player of the Week. 
Salaam carried for 134 yards and three 
touchdowns while Graham surpassed 
the 100-yard mark for a club record- 
tying seventh time this year and 
increased his season receiving total to 
anew Bears record of 1,226. 


290 BEAR REPORT 


OFFICIAL CHICAGO BEARS 
FAN CLUB CHAPTERS 


(907) 243-6769 


ALASKA 
Anchorage: Ken Mack . 
|ARIZONA 

State Coordinator: Christan Hensley 
Sonita: Fred Grill 
Tucson: Mike Truelsen . 
CALIFORNIA 
State Coordinat 
Burbank: Peter Heb 
Campbell; Kathy Kiewit ... 
East San Diego: Paul Vujicha . 
Fresno: Bud Owen .... 
Hermosa Beach: Debbie Foster 
Los Alamitos: Peggy Ellingson 
Moreno Valley: Ron Villum . 
San Diego: Buck Eilers . 

San Franciseo: Jackie Warshauer . 
ISan Jose: Jeff Hull ri 


(602) 967-3310 
(520) 455-5649 
(520) 624-2704 


(310) 425-0216 
(818) 315-3334 
(408) 241-3453 
(619) 562-3003 
(209) 225-4098 
(310) 379-8722 
(310) 920-0079| 
(909) 606-9917 
(619) 724-6549 
(415) 692-0241 
(408) 264-7924 
(114) 855-8554) 
(209) 948-3550 
(909) 676-2178 


im Cunningham 


(719) 637-3488) 
(303) 699-5358) 


Colorado Springs: Brian Bennett . 
Denver: Tim Stanevich 


FLORIDA 

|Cape Coral: Bob/Arlyn Schiffer! . 
Clearwater: Joe Lentine . 
Fort Lauderdale: Bill Davis 


(941) 549-3853 
(813) 781-8355 
(305) 474-8578 
(941) 481-3510 
(904) 725-8015 
(407) 259-6104 
(407) 380-2245 
(941) 267-6075 
(407) 283-2899 
(813) 837-8963 


Melbourne: John Saunder 
Orlando: Bill Wilkey .. 
[Sanibel Island: Jerome Holton . 
Stuart: Jerry Compton. 
Pampa: Meg Marshall. 


(770) 592-8685 


‘Atlanta: Jim D'Agostino. 
ILLINOIS 

(Central Illinois: Ray Picl . 
Norridge: Althina Petsas 

: Sharon Green 
: Jim Speis . 


(309) 688-5223 
(708) 457-8007 
(309) 593-2290] 
(217) 522-7602 
(708) 633-8363 


(219) 447-5661 
(317) 287-8333 
(219) 356-5793 


OWA 
Cedar Rapids: Jamie Molony . 
Dubuque: Doug Fisher 


(319) 365-5049) 


Detroit: Ruth Staley . 


Minneapolis: Sean Barrett 


Branson/Springi: Chuck Hewitt 


Walthill: Merlyn Tremayne 


[Las Vegas: Troy Hattery .........+04 (702) 696-9261 


ele Charles McDaniels ..........( (419) 536-2070) 
iE 


arn Amboy: Gerard Saccente ....... (908) 721-8372 
INEW YORK 

Oceanside: Steve Leiter 
Rochester: Tony Pucillo .... 


(516) 678-4736, 
(716) 352-4226 


Raleigh: Donald Dement ............ 
OHIO: 


State Coordinator: Cindi Davi 

Cleveland: Terry Michel 

Columbus: Lisa Caudill 

Dayton: Dick Mann... 5 
RE 


|OREGON 

Portland: Frank Miceli .............. 
ENN! 

Lancaster: James Plourde . 

Harrisburg: Steve Browne 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

eolatabias Randy Reeves ...........4( (803) 788-2366 


Nashville: Brenda Metz ............. 
S 


State Coordinator: Lou Mayo . 
ICorpus Christi: James Mosansky 
Dallas: Debra Williams ....... 
|WISCONSIN 
Milwaukee; Jeff Slagter .. 
Platteville: Tom Kinnaman 
Oshkosh; Ralph Simek . 
Spring Green: Larry Severts 


(Casper: Chris Crossen G07) 234-3987 
Call 1-800-790-BEAR 


DECEMBER 30, 1995 


Recent skid aside, 
future looks bright 


DAN POMPE! | 


It is undeniable that for most of the 
second half of the season, the Bears are 
one of football's worst. If NFL teams 
were cheeses, the Bears would have been 
Limburger. They smelled the most. 

But it is very deniable that the Bears 
will continue to stink up the league next 
season and beyond. 

Because the Bears couldn’t always 
win with three-fourths of a platoon this 
year doesn’t mean they don’t have the 
nucleus in place to be a very good team 
next season. e 

Curtis Conway, Todd Sauerbrun and 
Rashaan Salaam may have cost the Bears 
games because of their inexperience this 
year, but they should be winning games 
next year and in the future. Although this 
was Conway's third NFL season, he 
remains very young as a player with a lot 
of potential to improve. If Sauerbrun can 
ever punt in games the way he does in 
practice, he’!I have a place in the Hall of 
Fame. Salaam’s fumbles are correctable. 
He’s an excellent power back who breaks 
tackles. Besides that, he’s got the kind of 
character and humility every team 
searches for. He’s going to be a leader 
one day. 

Other Bears to build around include 
Erik Kramer, Raymont Harris, Jeff 
Graham, most of the offensive linemen, 
Jim Flanigan, Marty Carter and Donnell 
Woolford. 

The first step has to be to retain some 
of the Bears’ most valuable free agents to 
be, such as Graham, Conway, Robert 
Green, Jerry Fontenot, Todd Perry and 
James Williams. Then they need to sign a 
few defensive players capable of making 
an impact, including a couple of defen- 
sive linemen and a cornerback. Finally, 
John Thierry must become a force. 

All of a sudden, the Bears could 
become next year’s Eagles or Chiefs. 
Before free agency, a collapse like the 
Bears endured late in the season probably 
was an indicator that a couple of long, 
losing seasons would follow. But not 
anymore. 

Not only can a team right itself quick- 
ly, but there also isn’t as large a margin 
between the league’s elite and the not so 
elite. There isn’t a team in football that 
isn't a key injury or two away from being 
ordinary, because free agency has made it 


The continued development of 21-year-old rookie Rashaan Salaam should 
help make the Bears a better team in 1996. (Photo by Steve Woltmann) 


nearly impossible for the best teams to 
retain their depth. 

The Bears are one smart free agency 
period away from being one of the best 
teams in the NEL. I expect they will be 
one of the league’s most improved teams 
next season. 

If they can find impact players at 
defensive end, defensive tackle and cor- 
nerback, and come up with a draft pick or 
two who can contribute something, there 
is no reason to believe the Bears won't 
improve drastically. It should be easiest 
to find cornerback help, as there are a 
disproportionate amount of above aver- 
age corners available. A defensive end 
also could slip through the cracks. A 
defensive tackle will be hardest to find. 
Teams never let good ones go, and there 
just‘aren’t enough good ones in the 
league to go around. 

That the Bears lost five of six games 
down the stretch should not surprise 
those of us whose sanity is not in ques- 
tion. The Bears were a beat up team. 
They were missing one of their two most 
valuable players in Woolford, the player 
who coaches thought was their second 
best cornerback in James Burton, the 
player who was expected to carry the 
offense in Raymont Harris, their most 
effective third down weapon in Green 
and their nickel tight end Ryan Wetnight. 
They might as well be missing their best 
deep threat, as Curtis Conway was a shell 
of himself at times with a badly bruised 
back. The Bears might have another two 
victories with a healthy Woolford and a 
healthy Harris. 

There wasn’t a beat up team. in the 
league that was winning games. Only 
three other teams went down the stretch 
as racked up as the Bears, and none of 
them fared well. 


“Lions, Chiefs, 


The Cowboys, who are missing DE 
Charles Haley, MLB Robert Jones, CB 
Kevin Smith and C Ray Donaldson, lost 
three of five at one point. 

The Chargers, missing RB Natrone 
Means, CB Darrien Gordon, LB Dennis. 
Gibson, DE Chris Mims, OL Vaughn 


_ Parker and nickel back Rodney Harrison, 


lost three straight before turning it 
around. 

The Raiders, missing QB Jeff 
Hostetler, OT Gerald Perry, S Derrick 
Hoskins, C Don Mosebar and DT Jerry 
Ball, lost five straight. 

Conversely, most of the teams that are 
doing well down the stretch, such as the 
Vikings, Bills, 49ers and 
Packers are relatively healthy, Some of 
these teams have had a number of 
injuries this year, but many regained their 
important players down the stretch, 

The other point a lot of critics have 
glossed over is this: it was never Dave 
Wannstedt’s goal to win a championship 
in 1995. It is his goal to win a champi- 
onship in 1997. 

The Bears could haye lost more games 
this year than they did a year ago and still 
have been closer to being a Super Bowl 
contender in future years. The reason is 
they have more pieces in place and have 
identified more problem areas. What is so 
rewarding about getting knocked out in 
the first or second round of the playoffs 
year after year, anyway? 

Sure, you want to win every game and 
feel good about every season. But a con- 
tractor can’t worry too much about what 
the house he’s building looks like before 
the bricks and dry wall go up. He needs 
patience and perspective. 


Dan Pompei covers the Bears and jhe 
NFL for the Chicaga Sun-Times. 
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‘ and Canada add $10.00 more to the shipping costs. ee an a0 Shipping(see chart) 
! $60.01 to $90. 6.50 Sub Total 

1 3 r 50, 

{ Payment method: Money order Check O Visa O MasterCard O Discover Sah ee va ues WI residents: 5.5% Sales Tax 
1 $150.01 to $200. 9.50, 1 | 
! Card No.: Exp. Date: Over $200.. r Total t 
Signature Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery é ! 
0 
) 825-3053 ° PHONE ORDERS: (608) 837-2200! 


\FAX ORDERS: 


992 BEAR REPORT 


(Central Time) 


Sunday, Sept.3 
BEARS 31, Minnesota 14 
St. Louis 17, Green Bay 14 
New England 17, Cleveland 14 
Atlanta 23, Carolina 20, OT 
Tampa Bay 21, Philadelphia 6 
Miami 52, New York 14 
Kansas City 34, Seattle 10 
Cincinnati 24, Indianapolis 21, OT 
Houston 10, Jacksonville 3 
San Francisco 24, New Orleans 22 
Pittsburgh 23, Detroit 20 
Oakland 17, San Diego 7 
Washington 27, Arizona 7 
Denver 22, Buffalo 7 

Monday, Sept. 4 
Dallas 35, N.Y. Giants 0. 


Sunday, Sept. 10 
Miami 20, New England 3 
Pittsburgh 34, Houston 17 
Minnesota 20, Detroit 10 
City 20, N.Y. Giants 17, OT 
jas 31, Denver 21 
San Diego 14, Seattle 10 
San Francisco 41, Atlanta 10 
Oakland 20, Washington 8° 
St. Louis 17, New Orleans 13 
Buffalo 31, Carolina 9 
Cleveland 22, Tampa Bay 6 
Indianapolis 27, N.Y. Jets 24, OT 
Cincinnati 24, Jacksonville 17 
Philadelphia 31, Arizona 19 
Monday, Sept. 11 
ireen Bay 27, BEARS 24 


Sunday, Sept. 17 
BEARS 25, Tampa Bay 6 
San Diego 27, Philadelphia 21 
Kansas City 23, Oakland 17, OT 
St. Louis 31, Carolina 10 
Arizona 20, Detroit 17 
San Francisco 28, New England 3 
N.Y. Jets 27, Jacksonville 10 
Buffalo 20, Indianapolis 14 
Cleveland 14, Houston 7 
Atlanta 27, New Orleans 24, OT 
Green Bay 14; N.Y. Giants 6 
Seattle 24, Cincinnati 21 
Denver 38, W: 
Dallas 23, Minn 


Monday, Sept. 18 
Miami 23, Pittsburgh 10 


BYE: Buffalo, Carolina, Indianapolis, Miami, 
New England, Seattle 
Sunday, Sept. 24 
St. Louis 34, BEARS 28 
Green Bay 24, Jacksonville 14 
N.Y. Giants 45, New Orleans 29 
Minnesota 44, Pittsburgh 24 
San Diego 17, Denver 6 
Dallas 34, Arizona 20 
Oakland 48, Philadelphia 17 
Cleyeland 35, Kansas City 17 
Tampa Bay 14, Washington 6 
Atlanta 13, NY. Jets 3 
Houston 38, Cincinnati 28 
Monday, Sept. 25 
Detroit 27, San Francisco 24 


Week 5 
years, Detroit, Green Bay, Minnesota 
Sunday, Oct. 1 
(0, New England 17 
Miami 26, Cincinnati 23 
Tampa Bay 20, Carolina 13 
Philadelphia 15, New Orleans 10 
Washington 27, Dallas 23 
Indianapolis 21, St. Louis 18 
Kansas City 24, Arizona 3 
Jacksonville 17, Houston 16 
Seattle 27, Denver 10 
Pittsburgh 31, San Diego 16 
San Francisco 20, N.Y. Giants 6 
Oakland 47, N.Y. Jets 10 
Monday, Oct. 2 
Buffalo 22, Cleveland 19 


BYE: Atlanta, New Orleans, St. Louis, 
San Francisco 
Sunday, ‘Oct, 8 


| Chicago Bear 


*Central time 
HOME GAMES IN CAPS 


s 1995 Schedule 


RESEASON 


Date Opponent 

Fri., Aug. 4 CAROLINA‘PANTHERS 

'Mon., Aug. 14 at-Cleveland Browns 

Sun., Aug. 20 ARIZONA CARDINALS 
at Indianapolis Colts 


REGULAR SEASON 


Sun., Sept. 3 MINNESOTA VIKINGS 31 14 
Mon., Sept. 11 GREEN BAY PACKERS 24 27 
Sun., Sept. 17 at Tampa Bay Buccaneers 25 6 
Sun., Sept. 24 at St. Louis Rams 28 34 
Sun., Oct. 1 Bye Week ‘ 
Sun., Oct. 8 CAROLINA PANTHERS 31 27 
Sun., Oct. 15 at Jacksonville Jaguars 30 27 
Sun., Oct, 22 HOUSTON OILERS 35 32 
Mon., Oct. 30 at Minnesota Vikings 14 6 
Sun., Nov. 5 "i PITTSBURGH STEELERS | 34 37 
Sun:, Noy. 12. at.Green Bay Packers 28 35 
Sun., Noy. 19 DETROIT LIONS 17 24 
Sun., Noy, 26 at New York Giants 27 24 
Mon., Dec. 4 at Detroit Lions 7 27 
Sun., Dec. 10 at Cincinnati Bengals 10 16 
Sun,, Dec, 17 TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 31 10 
Sun., Dec. 24 PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 20 14 


Bears Opp. 
18 15 
13 55 
16 17 


BEARS 31, Carolina 27 
Dallas 34, Green Bay 24 
Buffalo 29, N.Y, Jets 10 
Philadelphia 37, Washington 34, OT 
Minnesota 23, Houston 17, OT 
Indianapolis 27, Miami 24, OT 
N.Y. Giants 27, Arizona 21, OT 
Denver 37, New England 3 
Tampa Bay 19, Cincinnati 16 
Jacksonville 20, Pittsburgh 16 
Detroit 38, Cleveland 20 
Oakland 34, Seattle 14 

Monday, Oct. 9 
Kansas City 29, San Diego 23, OT 

Week 7 


BYE: Cleveland, Cincinnati, Houston, Pittsburgh 
Thursday, Oct. 12 
St. Louis 21, Anta 19 
Sunday, Oct. 15 
BEARS 30, Jacksonville 27 
Green Bay 30, Detroit 21 
Kansas City 31, New England 26 
‘Tampa Bay 20, Minnesota 17, OT 
Carolina 26, N.Y. Jets 15 
Dallas 23, San Diego 9 
Buffalo 27, Seattle 21 
Philadelphia 17, N.Y, Giants 
Indianapolis 18, San Francisco 17 
New Orleans 33, Miami 30 
Arizona 24, Washington 20 
Monday, Oct, 16 
27, Oakland 0 


BYE: Arizona, Dallas, N.Y. Giants, Philadelphia 
Thursday, Oct. 19 

Cincinnati 27, Pittsburgh 9 
Sunday, Oct. 22 

BEARS 35, Houston 32 

Green Bay 38, Minnesota 21 

N.Y. Jets 17, Miami 16 

Carolina 20, New Orleans 3. - 

Atlanta 24, Tampa Bay 21 

Kansas City 21, Denver 7 

Oakland 30, Indianapolis 17 

San Diego 35, Seattle 25 

Jacksonville 23, Cleveland 15 

Washington 36, Detroit 30, OT 

San Francisco 44, St. Louis 10 
Monday, Oct. 23 

New England 27, Buffalo 14 


BYE: Denver, Kansas City, Los Angeles, 
San Diego 
Sunday, Oct. 29 
Detroit 24, Green Bay 16 
Indianapolis 17, N.Y. Jets 10 
Dallas 28, Atlanta 13 
Carolina 20, New England 17, OT 
Arizona 20, Seattle 14, OT 
Houston 19, Tampa Bay 7 
Pittsburgh 24, Jacksonville 7 
Cleveland 29, Cincinnati 26, OT 


Philadelphia 20, St. Louis 9 

Miami 23, Buffalo 6 

New Orleans 11, San Francisco 7 

N.Y. Giants 24, Washington 15 
Monday, Oct. 30 

BEARS 14, Minnesota 6 


Week 10 


BYE: Jacksonville, Tampa Bay 
Sunday, Nov. 5 
Pittsburgh 37, BEARS 34, OT 
Minnesota 27, Green Bay 24 
Houston 37, Cleveland 10 
New Orleans 19, St. Louis 10) 
Oakland 20, Cincinnati 17 
Denver 38, Arizona 6 
Miami 24, San Diego 14 
New England 20, N.Y. Jets 7 . 
Adanta 34, Detroit 22 
Kansas City 24, Washington 3 
Buffalo 16, Indianapolis 10 
Carolina 13, San Francisco 7 
Seattle 30, N.Y. Giants 28 
Monday, Nov. 6 
Dallas 34, Philadelphia 12 


Week 11 


BYE: N.Y, Jets, Washington 
Sunday, Noy. 12 
Green Bay 35, BEARS 28 
Oakland 17, N.Y. Giants 13 
\New England 34, Miami 17 
Seattle 47, Jacksonville 30 
Detroit 27, Tampa Bay 24 
San Francisco 38, Dallas 20 
Philadelphia 31, Denver 13 
New Orleans 17, Indianapolis 14 
Buffulo 23, Atlanta 17 
Cincinnati 32, Houston 25 
St. Louis 28, Carolina 17 
Kansas City 22, San Diego 7 
Minnesota 30, Arizona 24, OT 
Monday, Nov. 13 
Pittsburgh 20, Cleveland 3 


Sunday, Noy. 19 
Detroit 24, BEARS 17 
Green Bay 31, Cleveland 20 
‘Tampa Bay 17, Jacksonville 16 
Pittsburgh 49, Cincinnati 31 
‘Carolina 27, Arizona 7 
Buffalo 28, N.Y. Jets 26 
Minnesota 43, New Orleans 24 
Seattle 27, Washington 20 
Indianapolis 24, New England 10 
Atlanta 31, St, Louis 6 
Philadelphia 28, N.Y, Giants 19 
Denver 30, San Diego 27 
Dallas 34, Oakland 21 
Kansas City 20, Houston 13 
Monday, Nov. 20 
San Francisco 40, Miami 20 
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‘Thursday, Nov. 23 
Detroit 44, Minnesota 48 
Dallas 24, Kansas City 12 

Sunday, Nov. 26 

BEARS 27, N.Y, Giants 24 
Green Bay 35, Tampa Bay 13 
New England 35, Buffalo 25 
Houston 42, Denver 33 
Pittsburgh 20, Cleveland 17 
Arizona 40, Auanta 37, OT 
Indianapolis 36, Miami 28 
Cincinnati 17, Jacksonville 13 
Philadelphia 14, Washington 7 
N.Y. Jets 16, Seattle 10 
San Francisco 41, St. Louis 13 
New Orleans 34, Carolina 26 

Monday, Nov, 27 
San Diego 12, Oakland 6 

Week 14 


Thursday, Nov. 30 
N.Y. Giants 10, Arizona 6 
Sunday, Dec, 3 
Green Bay 24, Cincinnati 10 
Pittsburgh 21, Houston 7 
New Orleans 31, New England 17 
Minnesota 31, Tampa Bay 17 
Kansas Gity 29, Oakland 23 
Washington 24, Dallas 17 
San Francisco 27, Buffalo 17 
Carolina 13, Indianapolis 10 
Miami 21, Adanta 20 
St. Louis 23, NLY, Jets 20 
Denyer 31, Jacksonville 23 
San Diego 31, Cleveland 13 
Seattle 26, Philadelphia 14 
Monday, Dec. 4 
Detroit 27, BEARS 7 


Week 15 


Saturday, Dee. 9 
Minnesota 27, Cleveland 11 
San Diego 28, Arizona 25 
Sunday, Dec. 10 
Cincinnati 16, BEARS 10 
Tampa Bay 13, Green Bay 10, OT 
New England 31, N.Y. Jets 28 
Atlanta 19, New Orleans 14 
Philadelphia 20, Dallas 17 
Detroit 24, Houston 17 
Pittsburgh 29, Oakland 10 
Buffglo 45, St, Louis 27 
Indianapolis 41, Jacksonville 31 
San Francisco 31, Carolina 10 
Seattle 31, Denver 27 
N.Y, Giants 20, Washington 13 
Monday, Dee. 12 
Miami 13, Kansas City 6 


Saturday, Dec. 16 
Green Bay 34, New Orleans 23 
Pittsburgh 41, New England 27 
Sunday, Dec, 17 
BEARS 31, Tampa Bay 10 
Detroit 44, Jacksonville 0 
Carolina 21, Atlanta 17 
Kansas City 20, Denver 17 
Dallas 21, N.Y. Giants 20 
Buffalo 23, Miami 20 
Houston 23, N.Y. Jets 6 
Philadelphia 21, Arizona 20 
Washington 35, St, Loui 
San Diego 27, Indianapolis 
Seattle 44, Oakland 10 


Saturday, Dec. 23 
San Diego 27, N.Y, Giants 17 
Detroit 37, Tampa Bay 10 
Indianapolis 10, New England 7 

Sunday, Dec. 24 
BEARS 20, Philadelphia 14 
Green Bay 24. Pitsburgh 19 
Houston 28, Buffiulo 17 
Kansas City 26, Seattle 3 
Jacksonville 24, Cleveland 21 
Atlanta 28, San Francisco 27 
New Orleans 12, N.Y. Jets'0 
Cincinnati 27, Minnesota 24 
Washington 20, Carolina 17 
Denver 31, Oakland 28 
Miami 41, St, Louis 22 

Moniiay, Dec. 25 
Dallas 37, Arizona 13 
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Disappointing season 


I’ve been a Chicago Bear fan since 
1950 and find the need to let you know 
how one feels out in the “hinterland.” 

lam really disappointed with this sea- 
son and, after viewing the last several 
losses, I have come to this analysis: The 
Bears have been playing without chem- 
istry. enthusiasm, leadership, discipline 
or the desire to win, 

During the early part of the season I 
felt the team was just one or two players 
away. Now I feel the real reason for the 
decline is poor coaching. T know this 
may be controversial with some fans, but 
quite frankly Bob Slowik has not done 
the job and maybe Dave Wannstedt is not 
the top-caliber coach we thought. I am 
sorry, but they just have not properly 
developed their young talent. 

Week after week I do not believe the 
Bears are ready to take on their next 
opponent. It is more than a Rashaan 
Salaam fumble here or a poor Todd 
Sauerbrun punt there. It is a generak lack 
of desire to win, which was so evident in 
prior Bear teams. 

So maybe let's bring on another head 
coach and rebuild with the players we 
have with maybe just a few key additions 
through free agency and the draft. 

Thanks for a great publication. Merry 
Christmas, and let's hope for a better sea- 
son next year- 


Joel Greene 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 


Let Conway leave 


I just recently attended the Bears’ 16- 
10 loss to Cincinnati and I was very dis- 
appointed in the play of wideout Curtis 
Conway. It wasn’t just him that made us 
lose, but he was a big part of it! Late in 
the game it was fourth-and-five and he 
ran a four-yard pattern. 

What I think the Bears should do in 
the offseason is re-sign Jeff Graham and 
let Conway go to free up some salary cap 
money to help the defense out. That 
would enable Michael Timpson to 
emerge as a premier wideout. I would 
like to know what other Bear fans think 
of this idea. 


Sean Largent 
Somerset, Ohio 


Cornering the market 


The Bengals game was the third time 
in four weeks the Bears’ so-called pass 
defense has given up double digit pass 
receptions to one player. Each time a 
receiver catches the ball, there isn’t a 
defensive back within seven yards of 
him. Some say it’s the system, I say it’s 
the comers. 


a 
nT cot 


The Bears need an above-average cor- 
ner to complement Donnell Woolford. 
They don’t need a rookie but an experi- 
enced corner. Is the Cowboys’ Larry 
Brown a free agent at the end of the year? 

Jeremy Lincoln and Kevin Miniefield 
are not going to cut it. Also, a playmaker 
on the defensive line would be a present. 
Jim Flanigan is great, but Chris Zorich, 
Alonzo Spellman, Carl Simpson and Al 


. Fontenot are inconsistent. Going from 6- 


2 to 7-7 is something to be worried 
about. 


JM. Gold 
Toms River, New Jersey 


Yes, Brown will be a free agent. 
Support your team 


So the Bears are playing poorly right 
now. Big deal! As much as I hate to see 
the Bears lose, we as true Bear fans 
should not get down on our team. 

+» Sure, the defense has looked sloppy 
this season and there have been many 
careless mistakes. But every year can’t be 
a Super Bowl season. I think we should 
look at the youth in the team and the 
potential these players have for future 
seasons. All we have to do is give them 
time to gel and before long they will be 
Super Bowl-caliber once again. 


Travis Jungen 
Brandon, South Dakota 


Subjectively speaking 


I appreciate the Bear news. You're 
objective in your analysis of the organi- 
zation, The fans who write to viewpoint 
may not be as objective. In fact, as the 
season has progressed, they’ve certainly 
become more irritable, and so have I. 

I bought a satellite dish when I moved 
to Phoenix five years ago solely to watch 
the Bears every week. Now I question 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


PRIVATE PARTY: 20 word minimum 
charge, $15.00, Each additional word, 65 
cents.per word. 

COMMERCIAL: 20 word minimum 
charge, $20.00, Each additional word, 75 
cents per word. 

SPECIAL FEATURES; Bold type headline, 
$5.00 additional. All other bold type, 50 
cents per word additional. 

PHONE ORDERS 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
PAYMENT MUST 

ACCOMPANY ORDER 


All ads pertaining to the sale of items, services 
offered or representing a business must run as a 
paid classified advertisement. 
MAIL TO: 
BEAR REPORT CLASSIFIED ADS 
112 MARKET STREET 
‘SUN PRAIRIE, WI 53590 


that decision. 

The 1995 Bears feature a very well- 
coached, very well-performing offensive 
line and a fine group of receivers. But 
that’s it. There’s quality on offense. 
Robert Green had a fine year when he 
was healthy. But Rashaan Salaam? Now 
I know why he was passed over in the 
draft. He runs straight up and down, has 
no burst, and has little second effort. 

The defense has quality in Mark 
Carrier, Marty Carter, Vinson Smith, Joe 
Cain, Ron Cox and Donnell Woolford. 
But the defensive line is so non-existent 
and so pitiful that I don’t blame Kevin 
Miniefield and can’t even jump on the 
bandwagon and blame Jeremy Lincoln. 

I do blame the defensive coaches and 
I do question Dave Wannstedt and the 
drafting. Alonzo Spellman is a big bust. 
He misses everything unless the play 
Tuns right into him. The rest of the line is 
mediocre at best. They should be happy 
collecting a paycheck. 

How about acquiring some big line- 
men? And some cornerbacks bigger than 
5-10? Big receivers have a field day 
against the Bears. 


Rick Faulkner 
Phoenix, Arizona 
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P.O. BOX 4205, ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, IL 60006 


Tired of excuses 


T’ve just watched the Monday night 
game between the Bears and the Lions 
and I am here to tell all Bear fans that we: 
are being had big-time. 

The Bears’ organization is not trying 
to do anything but get richer. They’re 
telling Rod Graves to go out and get 
intermediate players so they can pay only 
intermediate salaries. 

Do you think they’re trying to put 
together a big-time football team? Erik 
Kramer is earning $8.1 million over three 
years, but nobody else on the team makes 
big money. And poor Dave Wannstedt is 
being used like Oliver North. He’s being 
told to take this not-so-good football 
team and sell it to the fans as a Super 
Bowl-caliber team while taking all the 
blame when the team loses. 

Well, I’m tired of the excuses such as 
“we're still young,” “we’re working and 
trying as hard as we can,” and my 
favorite: “everything is going to be fine.” 

Everything is not going to be fine 
until we get some big-time ballplayers 
who know how to win games. 


Keith Williams 
Greensboro, North Carolina 


{BEAR 
3] WANT ADS 


It here's Bears item you've been searching long and hard for or if you 
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